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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1838. 

_ The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
‘church in the United States, met agreeably to ap- 
intment, in thé Seventh Presbyterian church, in 
‘the city of Philadelphia, on Thursday, Mey 17th, 
and ‘was opened. wi 
. Elliott, the moderator of the last As- 


rator took the chair, and proeeeded, after prayer, to 
organize the Assembly by calling upon the clerks 
to read the roll. At this juncture the Rev. Dr. 


Patton, a delegate from the third presbytery of 


New York, rose. und asked teave to nt certain 
‘resolutions which he held in his hand. The mode- 
-rator declared the request to be out of order at that 
‘time, asthe first business was the report of the 
clerks upon the roll. See Form of Government, 
“chap. 12, sec. 7.. Dr: Patton appealed from the 
decision. The moderator declared the appeal, for 


‘the reason already stated, to be at that time out of 
order. Dr. Patton stated that the resolutions reJated 


to the. formation of the roll, and began to read them, 


_ but being called to order, he took his seat. The 
‘permanent clerk from the standi 


commissions having reported the roll of the house ; 
the moderator stated, that the commissioners whose 
commissions had been examined, and whose names 
had been enrolled were to be idered as mem- 
bers of this Assembly, (see Form. of Government, 


_ chap, 12, sec. 7,) and added, that if there were any 


commissioners present from presbyteries belonging 


_ -to the Presbyterian church, whose names had not 


‘been enrolled, then was the proper time for stg 
hereupon Dr. Ers- 
Mason rose to offer a resolution to complete 
the roll, by adding’ the names. of certain commis- 
sioners, who, he said, ‘had offered their commissions 
to the clerks, and had been by. them refused, The 


_ moderator inquired if they were from the presby- 
_ teries belonging to the Assembly of the Jast year, 


at the close of its sessions. Dr. Mason replied, that 
Ahey were from the Presbyteries belonging to the 
synods of Utica, Geneva, Genesee, and the Western 
Reserve. The moderator then stated that the mo- 
.tion was, at that time, out of order. Dr. Mason 
a from the decision, which appeal the mo- 
-derator decided to be out of order, and repeated the 
_call for commissions from Presbyt@ries in connexion 
withthe Assembly. The Rev, Miles P. Squier, a 


_ member of the Presbytery of Geneva, then rose and 


stated that he had a commission from the Presby- 
tery of Geneva, which he had presented to the 
clerks, who refused to receive it, and that he now 
offered it to the Assembly and claimed his right to 
me seat. The moderator inquired if the Presbytery 
Geneva, Mr. Squier replied that it was. The mo- 
derator said, * then we do not know you, sir,’ and 
-declared the applicatiop out of order. Se 
The Rev. John P. Cleaveland, of the Presbytery 
of Detroit, then rose and began to read a paper, the 
parpers of which was not fully heard, when the 
erator called him to order.. Mr. Cleaveland, 
however, notwithstanding the call to order was re- 
peated by the moderator, persisted in the reading; 
during which the Rev. Joshua Moore, from the 
Presbytery of Huntingdon, presented a commission, 
which being examined by the committee of com- 
missions, Mr. Moore was enrolled and took his seat. 
it was then moved to appoint a committee of elec- 
tions, to whom the informal commissions might be 
referred, but the reading by Mr. Cleaveland still 
continuing, and the moderator having in vain again 
called to order, took his seat, and the residue of the 
Assembly remaining silent, the business was sus- 
nded during the short but painful.scene of con- 
ion and disorder which ensued, after which, and 
the actors therein having left* the house, the As- 
sembly resumed its business. 
According to the accounts since published, the 
paper read by Mr. Cleaveland was to this effect, 
viz. “ That as the commissioners to the General 
Assembly for 1838, from a large number of Pres- 
byteries, had been advised by counsel learned in 
the law, that a constitutional organization must be 
secured at this time and in this place, he trusted it 
would not be considered an act of discourtesy, 


_ but merely as a matter of necessity, if we now pro- 


ceed to organize the General Assembly for 1838, in 
the fewest words, the shortest time, and with the 


least interruption practicable.” He therefore mov-|_ 


ed, that Dr. Beman, from the presbytery of Troy, 
be moderator, to preside till a new moderator be 
chosen. The Rev. Baxter Dickinson, of Cincinnati, 
seconded the motion. No other person being no- 
minated, the motion was put and declared to be 
carried unanimously. Dr. Beman is then said to 
have called the Assembly to order, and those who 
of the moyement gathered round him. 
tlemen then nominated the Rev. Dr. 
Mason and E. W. Gilbert clerks pro tempore ; who 
were declared to be unanimously elected. The Rev. 
Samuel Fisher, of the Presbytery of Newark, was 
then nominated as,moderator of the General As- 
sembly, and declared to be elected by a nearly 
unanimous vote. .Dr. Beman announced to Dr. 
Fisher his election in the usual-form. The Rev. 


Erskine Mason, D. D. from the third Presbytery of 


New York, was then chosen stated clerk, and the 
Rev. E. W. Gilbert, permanent clerk. It was then 
moved and voted by those acting, “ ‘That the Ge- 
neral Assembly do now adjourn to meet forthwith 
in the lecture room of the First Presbyterian 
church in this city.” Dr. Fisher then announced 
the ‘adjournment, and notified the commissioners 
who had not presented their commissions to present 
-them at that place. Those who regarded these pro- 
ceedings as Constitutional and proper, retired with 


Dr. Fisher; when the Assembly resumed and con- 


tinued its business. 

Sach is a brief statement of the facts attending 
the organization of the General Assembly, as de- 
rived from the published documents of both parties. 
Eath of the bodies formed in the manner above 
stated, claimed to be the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States and pro- 
ceeded accordingly to exercise its functions. 

Should the several ‘Presbyteries sanction the 
conduct of their delegates, as we presume they will, 
at least, in most cases, the church will be divided. 
The first question that presents itself is, Whether 
this division has been effected in the way. which 
will commend itself to the approbation of good 
men?t Wethink not. In the first place it has 
been done in a manner which involves the neces- 
sity of disgraceful litigation before civil courts. Te 


_ is impossible that two General Assemblies should 
continue to make elections of trustees and direc- 


tors of our seminaries, and issue conflicting orders 
to the corporate-bodies undertheir control. - If one 


‘ is the General Assembly, the other is riot; and it is 
_. absolutely necessary that it be decided which of 


the two is entitled to be so regarded. A Jaw-suit 
then is unavoidable; and it will be well if such 
‘guits are not multiplied all over the.land. {n the 


ness has been’ by these proceedin reat 
injustice or ba must resalt from:any 
can be g ion be in favour of 


the old Assembly,-our New-school brethren must 
Leither. renounce. all.the property belonging to 


to. which they were, either in law or equity, enti- 


a sermon'on Isaiah:Ix: 1, by. 


committee of 


Geneva was within the bounds of the Synod of 


‘| official documents. Still the evil remains, and the 


churches or theological seminaries, which is’ held 
-by a title which. renders connexion with the Gene- 
ral Assembly necessary ; or they must come back 
undér circumstances which will ‘render their har- 
001006 Union with their brethren morally impos- 
sible.» Indeed, re-union seems to be considered. by 
‘beth parties as out of-the question. The matter 
therelore is brought to such an issue, that let the 
decision be what it-may, it will be attended with 
great injustice. These brethren know, with moral 
certainty, that the decision for which they apply, 
if given in their favour, will despoil their old school 
brethren of their property and institutions, to which 
they themselves have no equitable claim. In the 
third place, this course was altogether unnecessary 
in order to secure any righteousend. Every thing 


tled might have been secured, without contention 
and without injostice ‘to the opposite party. Had 
those who disapproved of the action of the preced- 
ing Assembly, waited until the house was regular- 
ly organized, and then proposed the repeal of the 
offensive acts, and the admission of the delegates 
in‘attendance from the excluded Presbyteries and 
had this been denied them, they could then have 
proposed an amicable division upon the terms pro- 
posed at the Jast Assembly, to which both parties 
had assented. In this way the same end would 
have been reached which has been now attained, 
with this important difference, that each party 
would have its own and nothing more. It seems, 
however, that some young legal gentleman had 
informed these brethren, that, by taking a certain 
course, they could not only secure their own por- 
tion of the property, but get the whole; and in an 
evil hour, they determined to make the attempt. 
Suppose they succeed. Suppose they get all the 
funds of the General Assembly and the seminaries 
of Pittsburg and Princeton; will they feel that 
‘they have done a work, and gained a righ- 
teous end? We do not believe it. We do not 
believe that their consciences are in such a state as 
to allow them to contemplate such a resu]t with 
complacency. Who are the new school party? It 
is in a great measure a Congregational party. One 
of its leading organs advocates the amalgamation 
of all sects; another insists especially on the union 
in one denomination of Presbyterians and Congre- 
gationalists. ‘The Presbyteries of which the party 
is com have some three or four hundred Con- 
regational churches in connexion with them.— 
here 1s scarcely a leading man of the party who 
was not born and educated a Congregationalist ; and 
a very large proportion of their ministers belonged 
originally to that denomination of Christians. Yet 
this is the party, which claims to be the TRUE Pres- 
byterian. church, and sues for a decision which 
shall deprive the majority, nine-tenths of whom are 
Presbyterians by birth and education, of all right 
or standing in their own church. 
This party is no less notoriously disaffected to- 
wards the doctrinal standards of our church. In 
proof of this, if proof be necessary, we appeal to 
their own declarations, and official acts. They 
call themselves the liberal party; are either op- 
d to creeds, or insist on a very liberal construc- 
tion of them; declaim much on the liberty of 
thought, the march of mind, the light of the nine- 
teenth century, and on the folly of all attempts to 
bind any large body of thinking men by any for- 
mula of words. Their leading periodicals Jabour 
to prove that our Confession of Faith not only 
teaches error,-but is opposed on several points to 
the doctrines of the reformation.* It is the open 
and avowed distinction between the parties, that 
the one is in favour of strict adherence to our doc- 
trinal standards, and that the other advocates a 
more or less latitudinarian construction of them. 
That a party thus alien in its origin, constitution, 
and principles, should take a course designed, not 
merely to secure their own churches and institu- 
tions, bat to il the strict or really Presbyte-, 
rian party of all their ecclesiastical property, can 
never commend itself to the approbation of good 
men. | 
Theapology commonly made for this inexcusable 
conduct, is altogether unsatisfactory. It is said 
that the new school convention made overtures to 
the other body, for an amicable adjustinent, which 
were declined. What were these overtures ?— 
Were they for an amicable separation of the church 
on the basis assented to last year? Not at all.— 
They were a demand that gge majority should con- 
fess themselves in the wrong, and undo all that 
they had done. This it was known, with perfect 
certainty, would not be listened to. The proposi- 
tion therefore was a mockery. The complaint 
against these brethren is not that they separated, 
but that knowing separation to be unavoidable, they 
took that mode of effecting it, which necéssarily 
involved the church in conflicts before civil tribu- 
nals, and which, if they succeeded, must be attend- 
ed by wholesale spoliation. 7 
It may be said, that after their separate organ- 
ization, they passed a resolution expressing their 
readiness to enter upon a negociation for the ami- 
cable adjustment of questions of property. How- 
ever this movement may have teen intended, it 
was even more illusory than the former one. After 
having set up their claim to be the true and only 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, 


* See, for example, the American Biblical Reposito-.. 
ry for July, 1838. ‘The late Narrative of the State of 
eligion by the new Assembly, when speaking of East 
Windsor and New Haven, expresses the ardent wish 
“that shades of difference in prevailing theological 
views” may soon be forgotten. The word shades is 
italicized, to reduce its own delicate meaning to the 
lowest point. ‘This is the first official manifcsto of the 
party after their emancipation from the influence of 
their more orthodox brethren. New Havenism is pro- 
nounced to differ by only a delicate, and of course a 
very harmless, shade of meaning from the orthodoxy of 
New England. Are the advocates of the old New 
England doctrine, in and out of the Presbyterian 
church, prepared to sanction this official declaratior: ? 
Can this be the same party who in 1836 affirmned that 
they adopted the Confession of Faitli, upon all the 
points then in dispute, according to its most “ obvious 
and literal interpretation ;? who declared that the er- 
rors charged upon Mr. Barnes, i. e. New Havenism, 
were not to be tolerated in the Presbyterian church ? 
Have they so soon discovered that these intolerable er- 
rors are merc harmless shades of opinion? Or do they 
expect to retain the confidence of the Christian com- 
munity, when they allow themselves to set forth so. 
lemnly and a: ard such contradictory statements of 
their doctrinal views? We have ourselves heard one 
of the leading men of the new Assembly say that he 
thought there was, as to theology, very little difference 
between Cambridge and New eee, yet his sanction 
is given to the wish that these shades of difference in 
theological views may soon be forgotten? Here is the 
root of our troubles. A large portion of the church be- 
lieve that another portion is unsound in doctrine, and 
the inconsistency of their declarations has impaired 
confidence in their sincerity and candour. Hence has 
arisen a general feeling of insecurity. Noman knows 
how far doctrines which he believes to be true and im- 
portant are safe in the church, should if fall under the 
control of this party. Their declaring one year that 
certain opinions are not to be tolerated, is found to be 
no security against their pronouncing them harmless 
the next. Their affirming in the General Assembly 
that they adopt the Confession of Faith on all these 
points, according to its most obvious interpretation, 
does not prevent their teaching, in their periodicals, 
that the Confession of Faith, as to some of these same 
points, is erroneous. This want of confidence, more 
than any thing else, has produced the desire for a 
separation of the church, and will, we presume, 
prevent the re-union of the present parties, let the de- 
cision of legal questions be what it may. We would 
not be understood as expressing, in behalf of ourselves 
or others, any doubt that there are multitudes of sin- 
cere and excellent men in the New-school party. We 
have’ before had. occasion to say, that we think the 
blame of the contradictory arations to which we 
have referred, rests. mainly upon a few individuals; 
and that the fault of ethers consists in too ready acqui- 
escence in their dictation, or in inconsiderate assent to 


which they. give their sanction. 


party as such must bear the responsibility of acts, to 


‘there was no room left for negociation, That claim 
of itself involved all others. If they are the Gene- 
ral Assembly, then the seminaries of Princeton 


and Pittaburg belong to them, and all the funde{ 


which cannot be alienated, they.must belong to 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church 
_in the United States. After claiming and appro- 
-_priating every thing to themselves, there remained 
nothing to be adjusted. 
Assuming then a division of the church to be 
_ inevitable, as was known to be the case, our new 
school brethren might have effected the division in 
an amicable way which would have secured to 


“them every thing which, they themselves being 


judges, they hada right toclaim.. Their churches, 
their institutions, and whatever portion of the ge- 
neral property impartial persons might decide to 


be their due, were all offered tothem. They chose, 


however, to claim the whole; toinvolve the church 
in protracted law suits, and to apply for a deciaion 
of the civil courts which they knew, would, if given 
in their favour, be attended with the greatest prac- 
tical injustice. We have little doubt that the 

_ Christian community will pronounce this course of 
conduct to be wrong. ies 

A second, and practically more important ques- 
tion is, upon what principles did our New*school 
brethren proceed in their separate organization ? 
The answer to this question must be sought in 
“ Review of the leading measures of the Assembly 
of 1837, by a member of the New York bar.”— 
This paper has received an official sanction by being 
publicly read in the New-school convention, as 
containing the principles on which the party meant 
to act. We can hardly be mistaken in the opinion 
that the whole course taken by the party in form- 
ing a separate organization, is to be attributed to 
the influence of that Review. The organs of the 
party, both in Philadelphia* and New York, ex- 
pressly disclaimed all purpose of a separate organ- 
jzation. They declared it to be the intention of 
their friends to claim seats for the delegates from 
the excluded Synods; and if refused, to repeat the 
demand, if necessary, for twenty years. We know 
also, that some of the most respected members of 
the party had expressed their decided disapproba- 
tion of any separate organization; they said they 
did not wish to be thrown into such a body as the 
New-school party by itself would form. All this 
was shortly before the meeting of the General As- 
sembly. As soon, however, as this Review ap- 
peared, the whole plan is changed, and a course is 
adopted, agreeably to its suggestions, which throws 
the fate of the Presbyterian church, as far as its 
corporate property is concerned, upon the decision 
of a point of law.” + 

The leading points of the case as presented in 
this Review, are, 1. That the General Assembly, 
in order to its better organization, must embrace 
all the delegates in attendance who are furnished 
with the proper evidence of their appointment. 

2. That commissioners from Presbyteries with- 
in the bounds of the four Synods, were fully en- 
titled to their seats as members of the Assembly. 

3. That the Assembly has no authority to judge 
of the qualifications of its own members. 

The first of these positions; properly explained 
and limited, we have no disposition to dispute. 
The second is the one most largely discussed. The 
right of the delegates from the four Synods to their 
seats, is founded on the assumption that certain acts 
of the Assembly of 1837, are nugatory. In proof 
of the invalidity of those acts, the reviewer argues 
that they are inconsistent with the principles of 
Presbyterianism ; that they rest upon a false basis; 
and that they are void from uncertainty. In carry- 
ing out the first of these arguments, he lays down 
a new theory of Presbyterianism; the leading fea- 
tures of which are, 1. That our several judicatories 
are merely courts and advisory councils. 2. That 
“‘as to their existence and action they are entirely 
independent of each other.” ‘One judicatory has 
no power over another,” and one has no right to 
try or condemn another. 3. The Synods and the 

eneral Assembly “are merely appellate courts 
and advisory councils.” 4. ‘The General Assembly 
bas no constitutional power to abolish or dissolve 
a Synod; nor a Synod a Presbytery; nor a Pres- 
bytery a session. 5. Though certain acts of an 
inferior court may be reviewed in a higher one, 
yet if a Presbytery recognize a church; or a Sy- 
nod forma Presbytery; or the General Assembly 
erect a Synod, the act is forever valid. We un- 
hesitatingly say, that it is not only a disgrace toa 
party professing themselves to be Presbyterians, 
but an insult to the community, to set forth such 
doctrines as “the plain every-day principles” of 
our form of government. It 1s scarcely less sur- 
prising than that the Congregationalists of Eng- 
land, in order to secure the benefits of Lady Hew- 
ly’s legacy, should make oath, thgt they were in a 
good, true, and proper sense Presbyterians. In 
some such sense may those who adopt the princi- 
ples of this Review be called Presbyterians, but 
not the sense of our constitution. 

This pamphlet is entitled PREsByTERIANISM. 
The whole argument rests upon the principles of 
that form of government.as here presented. If 
these principles are sound, then is the argument 
valid; and the conclusion unavoidable, that the 
acts of the Assembly of 1837 in question, are utter- 


y ly nugatory. If these principles-are unsound, the 


whole argument is worthless. We shall be ex- 
cused, therefore, for devoting our principal atten- 
tion to this point. The fact that such an exposi- 
tion of Presbyterianism as is here given, has been 
received with applause by so large a party in the 
Church, proves the lamentable extent to which the 
apostasy from the principles of our fathers has al- 
ready proceeded, and may well excuse any attempt 
to arrest its progress. We shall therefore endea- 
vour to show, from the origin, from the constitu- 
tion, and from the uniform practice of the Church, 
that the theory of Presbyterianism, here presented, 
is altogether false. - 

1. What then was the origin and history of our 
present constitution? It will. be remembered that 
at the period to which it is so common to refer, as 


*the birth day of the great principles of civil and 


religious liberty, a convention of divines assembled 
at Westminater, who, after long deliberation, pre- 
pared and published a Confession of Faith anda 
Directory for Worship, Government, and Discip- 
line. This Confession and this Directory, were 
adopted by the Church of Scotland, and have ever 
since continued in authority in that Church. Un- 
der that constitution, the General Assembly of that 
Church has always acted as its parliament; exer- 
cising legislative, as well as judicial powers; mak- 
ing rules binding on Synods, Presbyteries, and 
churches, restrained by nothing but the word of 
God, the laws of the land, and its own written con- 
stitution. This fact is too notorious to need proof.{ 


* We feel that we are making a very scrious impu- 
tation on the party, in speaking of the Paitapripnta 
OsseRVER as one of its organs. But we believe it is 
so regarded on all sides. We express beforehand our 
readiness to apologize for the aspersion, should our 
New-school brethren feel themselves aggrieved there- 


by. 

" In the July number of the American Biblical Re- 
pository, Dr. Peters attributes to this pamphlet quite 
as much importance as we have done. He says it 
was “the pivot on which the action of the church, in 
the constitution of its late General Assembly, has turn- 
ed ;” that it contains the principles “ on which a large 
portion of the church have already taken their posi- 
tion.” He regards the agency of the author in its pro- 
duction “as especially excited and controlled by Him 
who seeth not as man sceth.” p. 220. This is what 
theologians call the inspiration of superintendence. 


t See Hixt’s InstituTEs, pp. 229—241. This writer, 
who is the standard authority on the constitution of 
the church of Scotland, describes the powers of the 
General Assembly as judicial, legislative, and execu- 
tive, and says, p. 240, “ In the exercise of these powerr, 
the General Assembly oflen issues peremptory man- 
dates, summoring individuals and and inferior courts 
‘to appear at its bar. It sends precise order to particu- 
lar judicatories, directing, assisting, or restraining them 
in the exercise of their functions, and its superintend- 
ing, controlling authority, maintains soundness of doc- 
trine, checks irregularity, and enforces the observance 


‘of general laws, throughout all districts of the church.” 


A greater absurJity could not be put into words, 
than the assertion that in Scotland, the General 
Assembly is, “a mere appellate court and advisory 
council.” That American Presbyterianism was 
originally the same with that of Scotland, is proved 
by two incontestible facts; first, that our church 
adopted identically the same constitution as the 
church of Scotland ; and sécondly, that under that 
constitution, our highest judicatry claimed and ex- 
ercised the same powers with the Scottish General 
Assembly. The Presbytery. of Philadelphia was 
formed about 1704; in 1706, there were four Pres- 
byteries who erected themselves into a Synod. 
In 1729, this Synod passed what is called the 
“ Adopting Act,” by which the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith was declared to be the Confession 


-of Faith of the Presbyterian Church.* Various 


causes led to a schism in this body, in the year 
1741, when two Synods, one of New York, the 
other of Philadelphia, were formed. They con- 
tinued separated until 1768. When a re-union 
was effected, they came together upon definite 
terme, both as to doctrine and discipline. The first 
article of the terms of union is as follows. ‘ Both 
Synods, having always approved and received the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, larger and short- 
er catechisms, as an orthodox and excellent system 
of Christian doctrine, founded upon the word of 
God; we do still receive the same, as the confes- 
sion of our faith, and also the Plan of Worship, 
Government, and Discipline, contained in the 
Westminster Directory; strictly enjoining it on all 
our members and probationers for the ministry that 
they preach and teach according to the Form of 
sound words in the said Confession and Catechism, 
and avoid and oppose all errors contrary thereto.” 
In another article it was declared that no minister 
was to'be licensed or ordained, unless he “ promise 
subjection to the Presbyterian Plan of Govern- 
ment in the Westminster Directory.” Digest, p. 
118. Here is the first formal constitution of Ame- 
rican Presbyterians, as a united body. This con- 
stitution, both as to faith and government, was pre- 
cisely the same with that of the Church of Scot- 
land. Has American Presbyterianism entirely lost 
its original character? Has the infusion of Con- 
gregationalism affected not only the principles of 
our members, but the essential features of our sys- 
tem? Do we live under an entirely different form 
of government, from that which was so solemnly 
adopted by our fathers? If this be so, if a revolu- 
tion so radical has taken place, it can be, and it 
must be clearly demonstrated. This is not a mat- 
ter to be asserted, or assumed. We shall proceed 
to prove that no such change has taken place. 

he constitution, ratified at the time of the union 


of the two Synods in 1758, continued in force about. 


thirty years. In 1785, on motion, it was ordered, 
that Dr. Witherspoon, Dr. Rodgers, Mr. Robert 
Smith, Dr. Allison, Dr. Smith, Mr. Woodhull, Mr. 
Cooper, Mr. Latta, and Mr. Duffield,t with the 
moderator, be a committee to take into considera- 
tion the constitution of the church gf Scotland and 
other protestant countries, and agreeably to the 
general principles of the Presbyterian government, 
compile a system of gencral rules for the govern- 
ment of the Synod, and the several Presbyteries 
under their inspection, and the people in their com- 
munion, and to make report of their proceedings 
therein at the next meeting of, Synod. 

In 1786, it was resolved, That the book of disci- 
pline and government be re-committed to a com- 
mittee, who shall have powers to digest such a 
system as they shall-think accommodated to the 
state of the Presbyterian church in America—and 
every Presbytery is hereby required to report in 
writing to the Synod, at their next meeting, their 


observations on the said book of government and 


discipline. Dr. Witherspoon was the chairman of 
this committee also. In 1787, the Synod having 
gone through the consideration of the plan of go- 
vernment and discipline presented by the commit- 
tee appointed the preceding year, ordered a thou- 

d copies to be printed and sent down to the 
| teries for their consideration, and the consi- 
deration of the churches under their care. 

Finally, in 1788, “The Synod, having fully con- 
sidered the draught of the Form of Government 
and Discipline did, on the review of the whole, 
and hereby do, ratify and adopt the same, as now 
altered and amended, as the CoNSTITUTION OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA; and order the 
same to be considered and strictly observed, as the 
rule of their proceedings, by all the inferior judi- 
catories, belonging to this body. 

“ Resolved, That the true intent and meaning 
of the above ratification by the Synod is, that the 
Form of Government and Discipline and Confes- 
sion of Faith, as now ratified, is to continue to be 
our constitution, and the confession of our faith and 
practice unalterably, unless two-thirds of the Pres- 
byteries under the care of the General Assembl 
shall propose alterations, or amendments, and sack 
alterations or amendments, shall be agreed to and 
enacted by the General Assembly.” Digest, p. 
117, &c. 

We may commend, in passing, this minute to 
the special attention of those who are so fond of 
appealing to the liberal Presbyterianism of our fa- 
thers. Here we see the Synod, not merely making 
laws, but forming a consTITUTION by their own au- 
thority, and ordering ‘all inferior judicatories to 
make it the rule by which to govern their proceed- 
ings. This constitution was not submitted to the 
Presbyteries, except for their observations, exactly 
as it was submitted to the churches. Neither acted 
with any authority in the matter; it was formed 
and ratified by the Synod; that good, liberal body 
in which Congregationalism is said to have been so 
rife. And this is not all; this constitution was 
fixed UNALTERABLY, unless two-thirds of the Pres- 
byteries should propose alterations ; and even then, 
they could only propose ; the alterations were to be 
ENACTED by the General Assembly, then just de- 
termined upon. Here, then, at the very birthof Ame- 
rican Presbyterianism, we have the highest toned 
Scottish doctrine, of which the history of the pa- 
rent church can furnish an example. What higher 
exercise of ecclesiastical authority can there be, 
than the formation of a constitution? How is this 
fact to be reconciled with our modern theories on 
this subject? How does it put to shame the cant, 
which abounds in this pamphlet, and in the new 
school productions generally, on the one hand, 
about “ those jealous sticklers for the security of 
religious freedom, who laid deep and strong the 
foundations of our church polity;” and on the 
other, about “the footsteps of spiritual power,” 
“the unvisited dungeons, the moans of inquisitorial 
torments,” and “shrieks which rise from the bon- 
fires of an auto da fe,” in order to frighten the 
church from its propriety in view of the recent 
unheard of claim of the General Assembly to be 
somethihg more than “a mere appellate court, and 
an advisory council ?” 

So far from the popular representation that the 
authority of our highest judicatory has been ex- 
tended of late years, being true, the very reverse 
is the fact, as will be abundantly evident before we 
are done. There has been, partly from changes in 
our system regularly effected, but a from 
the continued and rapid increase of Congregational 
influence in our church, a marked and constant de- 
crease in the power claimed by the Genera] Assem- 
sembly, until it has become the avowed doctrine of 


* It is not neccssary to enter into the controversy 
regarding this Act; as the dispute relates to doctrinal 
matters. We think it evident from various sources 
that the grand reason for qualifying the assent given 
to the Confession of Faith, was the doctrine which it 
then taught concerning civil magistrates. In 1786 
“The Synod of New York apd Philadelphia,” declare 
that they “ adopt, according tu the known and estab- 
lished meaning of the terms, the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith, as the confession of their faith; save 
that every candidate for the gospl ministry is permit- 
ted to except against so much of the twenty-third 
chapter as gives authcrity to the civil magistrate in 
matters of religion.” This solitary exception is cer- 
tainly very significant. See Digest, p. 119. 

t We believe all these gentlemen were Scotch or 


Jrish, either by birth or immediate descent. Certainly | 
| they were not men to change Presbyterianism, all of a 


en, into 


| it will be our own fault if, having been beaten once 


considerably from the church of Scotland, from 


isa mere appellate court and advisory counci 
Hence it is, that the recent assertion of a part of 
its ancient prerogatives, has taken the whole 
church by aurprise, and produced a clamour as 
though the whole fabric of civil and religious liberty | 
was coming to an end. 

But, to return, it is necessary to ascertain how 
far the original constitution of our church was al- 
tered in 1788, and the power of its judicatories 
curtailed. . We have already seen that our system 
was originally identical with that of the church of 
Scotland. The General Assembly of 1804, assert 
this in saying, “ We have already differed very 


which we derived our origin.” Digest, p. 154. 
Let those who choose be ashamed of this origin. 
There is no nobler ecclesiastical descent in Chrie- 
tendom. We at least will never deny it, in order 
to trace our lineage to Brownists or Fifth Monarchy 
men. There was formerly a great struggle in 
en between Independency and Presbytery ; 
and the former gained the day ; not by argument, 
however, but by the weighty logic of Cromwell’s 
sword. The same struggle is going on here ; and 


by the sword, we are now overcome’ by bows, and 
smiles, and professions of attachment. ‘Though 
Cromwell, when he found that Presbyterianism 
was not sufficiently democratic to allow him to rule 
alone, suppr it in England, it survived in Scot- 
land ; and to this source our fathers were glad, as 
we still are, to trace their ecclesiastical origin. 
The first American constitution of the Presby- 
terian church was formed, as already stated, in 
1788. The only general principle in which it dif- 
fered from that of the church of Scotland, was the 
denial] of the right of civil magistrates to interfere 
in matters of religion. Accordingly those portions 
of the Confession of Faith which assert magistrates 
to have this right were altered , and in the answer 
to the question in the Larger Catechism, What is 
forbidden in the second commandment? the clause, 
“tolerating a false religion” was stricken out. The 
two leading points of difference as to government 
between our system and the Scottish are: first, 
that we have no body analagous to the “ Commis- 
sion of the General Assembly,” which continues to 
meet, at certain times, after the adjournment of 
the Assembly, and exercises all its powers, sub- 
ject, however, to the review of the next General 
Assembly. Originally this feature belonged to our 
system. In 1774, a minute was adopted by a large 
majority of the Synod, declaring the powers of such 
a commission, in order to remove the doubts which 
had prevailed on this subject. In this minute it is 
said: The Synod “to determine that the commis- 
sion shall continue, and meet whensoever called by 
the moderator, at the request of the first nine on 
the roll of the commission, or the major part of the 
first nine ministers, and when met, that it shall be 
invested with all the powers of the Synod ; and sit 
by their own adjournments from time to time ; and 
let it also be duly attended to that there can lie no 
appeal from the judgment of the commission, as 
there can be none from judgment of the Synod ; 
but there may be a review of their proceedings and 
—— by the Synod,” &c. Digest, p. 45. 
hus thorough going was the conformity of Ame- 
rican Presbyterianism in its origin to the Scottish 
model. This provision was not adopted in the new 
constitution. A second source of difference con- 
sists in the close relations which exists in Scotland 
between the church and state. This has very ma- 
terially modified their system. There are also va- 
rious differences as to matters of detail. The ratio 
of representation of ministers and elders in the 
General Asembly is not equal, as it is with us; the 
universities and certain royal burghs send dele- 
gates, either ministers or elders; and ministers 
without charges, with a few exceptions, are not 
allowed to sit in Presbytery. There is also consi- 
derable difference in practice between the two 
churches. The General Assembly here has not been 
accustomed, especially of late years, to interfere so 
much with the proceedings of the lower courts. As 
to all general principles and arrangements, how- 
ever, the constitution of 1788 conformed to that 
which we had derived from Scotland. There are 
the same courts; the same subordination of the 
lower to the higher judicatories; and the same ge- 
neral statement of their respective powers and pri- 
vileges. | 
The constitution of 1788, which was, in all its 
essential features, the same as that which had been 
previously in force, remained almost without alte- 
ration until the year 1804. In that year a com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose, proposed a num- 
ber of amendments, which they say in their report, 
‘sare of such a nature, that if the whole of them 
should be adopted, they would not alter, but 
only explain, render more practicable, and bring 
nearer to perfection, the general system which has 
already gone into use.” These amendments re- 
ceived the sanction of a majority of the presbyte- 
ries, and may be seen in pages 56 and 57 of the 
printed minutes for that year. Most of them are 
merely verbal corrections, and not one makes the 
least alteration in any one general principle of our 
system. 
The revision of the constitution made in 1821, 
resulted in very numerous alterations. These, 


matters of form and detail; or were explanatory of 
preceding rules; or consisted of additional direc- 
tions as to forms of process. There was no alter- 
ation designed or effected in the relation of our se- 
veral courts to each other, or in their general pow- 
ers. Though we do not believe that there was 
any intention to enlarge the power of any of the 
judicatories, yet it so happens that the changes 
made, so far as they have any significancy, tend to 
increase the authority of the higher courts. Thus 
in the section on the power of Synods, which states 
that they haye authority to take such order respect- 
ing Presbyteries, sessions, and people under their 
care, as may be in conformity with the word of 
God, the clause “ and not contradictory to the de- 
cisions of the General Assembly” is stricken out, 
and the werds “the established rules” put in its 
place. This alteration is an obvious improvement, 
as it is much more definite and intelligible, since 
the decisions of the Assembly may not have been 
uniform or consistent. And again, in the section 
on the powers of the Assembly, the comprehensive 
clanse, (the power) “of superintending the con- 
cerns of the whole church” is inserted. 


We are giving ourselves, however, a great deal 
of unnecessary trouble in proving a negative. Let 
those who assert that Presbyterianism has, in this 
country been completely emasculated, show when, 
how, and by whom it was done. Let them point 
out the process by which one form of government, 
known of all men as to its essential] features was 
transmuted into another. ‘This pamphlet does not 
contain a shadow of such proof, either from the con- 
stitution, history, or practice of the church. It is 
all bald assertion, assertion unrestricted by any 
knowledge of the subject, or by any modesty on 
the part of the writer. The reference made on p. 
11 to our constitution, calls for no modification of 
the above remark; for the e which is there 
imperfectly quoted has no relation to the point 
which it is cited to prove. Weare told that “ The 
church session and Presbytery alone have original 
jurisdiction. The Synodsand Assembly are mere- 
ly courts of review,—appellate courts. They have 
none of them legislative powers. ‘ All church 
power,’ says the constitution, ‘is only ministerial 
and declarative. The holy Scriptures are the only 
rule of faith and manners. No church judicatory 
ought to pretend to make laws. The right of 
judging upon laws already made must be lodged 
with fallible men, and Synods and councils may 
err, yet there is more danger from the usurped 
claim of making laws.’ 1 am thns particular upon 
this point,” adds the writer, “ because the * usurp- 
ed claim of making Jaws’ was actually set up, and 
these proceedings (of the Assembly of 1837) justi- 
fied as legislative acts.” We are far from sip 
ing that the above passage from the constitution, 


however, related either to mere phraseology, or to | 2 


decisions should be founded upon 
of God. Now though it will be easily admitted 
that all Synods and councils may err, 


nearly a moiety of the church, that the — that as 1s 80 garbled as as make Be a as 

. very reverse of. what its authors intended, 
and what from their lips would be the height of 
absurdity. 
‘dactory chapter, 7, “That all charch 
'whether exercised by the body im 
the way of representation by delégn 


The passage stands thus iw the 
power, 


pretend to make Jaws, to bi 
virtue of their own authority; and that all. their 
the revealed will 


h the 
frailty inseparable from humanity; yet there is 
much greater danger from the usurped Claim of 
making laws, than from the right of } 

laws already made, and common toall w 
the Gospel; although this right, as necessity re- 
quires in the present state, be lodged with fallible 


and to whom iv it denied? It is the power “to 
make laws to bind the conscience” in virtue of ha- 
man authority. Why?! Because the Scriptures 
are the only rule of faith and manners. “Phe fra- 
mers of our constitution meant to deny the claim 
set up by the Romish, and some other churches; to 
legislate authoritatively on matters of faith and 
morals. The power of the church, in suéh mat- 
ters, is merely ministerial and declarative. She 
may declare what, according to the word of God, 
truth and duty are; but she cannot make any thing 
a matter of duty, which is not enjoined in the 
Scriptures. The laws of which 


such laws the church can nei 
she can only declare and administer. ‘Tins power 
is denied not merely to our judicatories, but to the 
church asa body. According to this writer, how- 
ever, the power denied, is that of making laws of 
any kind. To sustain this assertion the proposi- 
tion is made general; “No church. judie 

ought to pretend to make laws ;” leaving out the 
restrictive clause “to bind the consciences in vir- 
tue of their own authority ;” thus perverting’ the 
whole paragraph from its obvious meanihg and de- 
sign. This introductory chapter to the Form of 
Government was prefixed to it in 1788, where it 
has stood ever since. We wonder that the absur- 
dity did not occur to the writer, or to his clerical 
endorsers, of making a set of sane men vely 
deny to the church collectively, and to all of its 
judicatories, all legislative authority, while they 
were in the very act of ordaining a code of jaws 
for the government of the church. Is not our con- 
stitution a set of laws! Was it not enacted by 
the church judicatories? Have they not the pow- 
er to repeal] or modify it at pleasure? Yet they 


reasoning which we are called upon to answer. 
Having shown that our church at first | 

identically the same formulas of faith and 

ment as the church of Scotland; and thaf 


avern- 


1804, and 1821, lett the essential principles of the 
system unchanged, we might dismiss this part of 
the subject entirely. But it is so a elt and 
the ignorance respecting it, as it would seem, is 0 
great and general, that we will proceed to 
other sources of proof, and demonstrate from t 
constitution as it now stands, and from the uniform 


this new theory of Preabyterianism. 
This theory is, that our judicatories have no le- 


tion; and that the higher courts are merely appel- 
late courts and advisory councils. In the 3lst chap. 
of the Confession of Faith, sect. 2, it is said, “Ir 
BELONGTEH to Synods and councils, ministerially, 
to determine controversies of faith, and cases 
conscience ; to setdown rules and directions f 
the better ordering of the public worship of God, 
and government of his church; to receive com- 
plaints in cases of mal-administration, and authori- 
tatively to determine the same: which decrees and 
determinations, if consonant to the word of God, are 
to be received with reverence and submission, not 
only for their agreement with the word, but also 
for the power whereby they are made, as being 
ordinance of God, appointed thereunto in his 
word.”* It is here taught, as plain as language can 
speak, that Synods and Councils have power to set 
down rules for the government of the church, 
which, if consonant to the word of God, are to be 
received with reverence and submission out of re- 
spect to the authority by which they are. made. 
With regard to matters of faith and conscience 
their power is ministerial; with regard to matters 
of discipline and government it is Jegislative. “ To 
set down rules” is to make laws, as we presume no 
one will deny. Let it be considered that this is 
not a passing declaration. It is an article of faith 
found in the Westminster Confession, which our 
church has always adopted as the confession of her 
faith ; and to which every Presbyterian minister 
and elder has subscribed. This is the faith of the 
church as to the authority of Synods. Yet we are 
told in the very face of this first principle of our 
system, that Synods or councils have no legislative 
power ; that they cannot ‘ set down rules’ for the 
overnment of the church; that their only power 


ent of each other, as to their existence and : 


is judicial or advisory ! | 

This power of the church resides, according to 
our Confession, in Synods or councils, and is inhe- 
rentin them. This is not indeed a peculiarity of 
our church; it is, with the exception of the com- 
paritively small body of Congregationaliste, the 
faith of the Christian world, and always has been. 
Provincial, national, and cecumenial Synods, have 
always claimed and exercised the right of makin 
canons, or ecclesiastical laws, obligatory on 
within their jurisdiction. ve 
councils of various kinds, the Session, Presbytery, 
Synod, and General Assembly, and they all, in vir- 
tue of. their very nature, as councils, have this au- 
thority, limited in all cases by the word of God, 
and restricted by the peculiarities of our constitu- 
tion. 

A session is a parochial or congregational coun- 
cil charged with “ the spiritual government” of a 
particular church. They make what rules they 
see fit for the government of the congregation, not 
inconsistent with the constitution. This power 
they exercise every day; making rules about the 
admission of members, and other matters; which 
are no where prescribed in the constitution, and 
which are probably not always consistent with it, 
The next highest council is the Presbytery. It 
has charge of the government of the churches 
within a certain district. It makes rules binding 
on them ; as for example, forbidding a congregation 
to call or to dismiss a pastor without its consent. 
This power is not derived from the constitution. It 
existed when there was but one Presbytery ; and 
would exist if all the Presbyteries were indepen- 
dent of each other. To them it belongs to license, 
ordain, install, remove and judge ministers. So far 
‘from deriving this power from the Constitution, it 
is thereby greatly restricted. They cannot license 
and ordain whom they please, but those only who 
have certain prescribed qualifications. 

The Synod is in fact a larger Pe ee and 
would have precisely the same authority, did not 
the constitution, for the sake of convenience, make 
a distinction of powers between it and the Presby- 
teries. A Synod is not called to exercise™the 
power of licensing, ordaining, &c. &c., because 
this power can better be exercised by small 
councils. It has jurisdiction not only as an appel- 
late court, but as a court of review and control. 
It can order the Presbyteries to uce their re- 
cords; it can “ redress whatever has been done by 
Presbyteries contrary to order; and take effectual 
care that Presbyteries observe the constitutiogy 
the church . . . and generally take such” 
der with respect to the Presbyteries, sessions, 


printed as a continuous quotation, was garbled and 


patched with a design to deceive; but the fact * 


| 


men.” What is the power which is here denied? © 


'y speak ete 
“common to all thoge who Gospel 
ther make nor repeal, 


have no legislative authority! This is the kind of | 


practice of the church, the utter unsoundness of 


islative power; that they are severally indepen- 


In our system we have 


suc- 
cessive modificatians of the constitution in 1788, — 
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"|< Eprror’s Norice.—Our absence. from the city 
was much longer than we had originally expected 
re-|it would be; bat we have at length retorned to our 
hi post. “Although we weré enabled to prepare a 
CM; {considerable proportion of the editorial articles, 
distance from the city prevented us’ from con- 
mrtto-plant, churches, or to sup- sulting the exchange papers and probably from 
- and, for this pu! } Noticing some things which otherwise might have. 
amg to ordain even iste, or ministers, attracted our attention. Any seeming neglect 

urches. correspondents will we hope, on this account, be alao 
excused. Since our return we have taken a ge- | 
ing to the General oorecgt hi neral glance at-some of the leading journals inter- 

ested in the affairs of our Church, and have been’ 
much gratified in observing the Christian spirit, 
displayed by our cotemporaries of the Presbyte- 
Yet she acknowledged to | tian press. It.is pleasing to know that there is 
yer to pit. =| not now a New-school paper within the bounds o. 
| the Presbyterian Church. The Pelagian papers have 


will 
t the: 


and. 
Vet she is ack 
the power to direct them to do it. 


i>, ffelthe higher courts, depend, in general, on the} 4) united with the Seceders and are now occupied 
in assaulting the church from without. The spi: 


thee Teview of the recc 
«fortes, and in the exercise by those aggrieved of 


..the- right 6f-appeal, reference, and complaint. In 
however, of neglect, unfaithfulness, or irreg- 
ae ty. of..a lower. court, a higher one has the 
Sight, when well advised of the existence of these 
take cognizance of the same ; and to ex- 
deliberate, in the whole matter,’ 
= ae completely as if it had been recorded, and thus 
twought-up by the review of records.” (Book II. 
ehap. 7, par. 5.) ‘That is, it is incumbent on 
= —*“¢hem, as the constitution expresses it, to take effec- 
tet the- lower judicatories observe the 


Suche: Prosbyterianiem: as laid down in our 
@onteesion of Faith and form of Government. Such 


rit in which they are conducted is odious in the: 
extreme, and we need scarcely say, what is uni- 
versally known, that they are totally unworthy o 
credit. The Church is daily becoming more com: 
solidated; the New-school Presbyteries are one 
after the other sundering the very feeble cords by 
which they were united to Presbyterianism ; and 
the time is rapidly approaching when they will be 
entirely from under the restraints of orthodoxy, 
and when, as we fully expect, they will, as they 
have already begun, boldly avow their heresies. 
We have already expressed our views of the duty 
of the church at the present time, and it appears to 


4 Wo now proceed us that faithfulness alone is necessary to secure its 
= . §-edduce some small portion-of the overwhelming | future peace | and prosperity. The pending law 


suits, which have been originated by the litigious 
seceders, need not prevent thechurch from attend- 
ing to its great duties. The opposers, having for- 
‘saken the spirit of the Gospel, are now willing to 


= eyience with which our records abound, that this 
. hasialways been: the m tation put upon our 
> «system of government ; that this modern the- 
=. “cory, of mere, appellate jurisdiction and advisory 


. uneustained by the practice, as it is by the 

standards-of choret. try if they can obtain aid from the civil power to 
ip be concluded next week.) break down our ecclesiaatical institutions; but 
ee their corrupt purposes, we confidently believe, will. 
Fom the Watchman of the South. 


be signally defeated by Him who hath bought the 
Church with his own blood. Reliance should be 
placed in a righteous cause and in the gracious in- 
terposition of that God who can make even the 
wrath of man to praise him. 


THEORY OF PRESBYTERIANISM. 
before the meeting of the last General As- 
=. “sembly, the New-school felt themselves in a very 
= - awkwerd position, and knew not where to hang a 
=... hope. They had tried Conventions, but having de- 
= . . nounced them in every shape, they knew not how 
= td make them work well. So in May they would 
=. longer hold a Convention, but simply “a Meet- 
ing for consultation.” They. had also tried to make. 
m= their people think that the Oldschool were bad 
= en; but still the people saw that if the Old- 
= <*gehool were bad men, the New-school tried to 
= “Gleave to them. Many other devices were em- 
»ployed. Indeed they wearied themselves in the 
greatnées of their way. In: this trying time, an | 
in ‘the person of a _yoang lawyer in New 
= ° “York, whom rumour calls Benedict, gave forth its 
- voice. The oracle cried I am nx, and the le 
a eh audience. The wisdom that had been hidden 
a erations was about to be made manifest. 
=  -’All'things being ready, the oracle uttered his voice 
a pamphlet full of words. The New-school gave | 
shout.and said it is the voice of God and gave 
= ¢hanks. Well, reader, what is the sum of the 
this, that the General As- 
= . “gémbly has no legislative power; but is a mere ap- 
pellate court and advisory council. This theory so 
=. “eharming for both present and future purpotes, has 
= -» ‘taken like wild fire. Their presses are making 
=. ‘the land to resound with the repetitions of the doc- 
“trine.” So far as we know the whole party have 
‘the theory. “Our readers will readily per- 
Géive the amazement which must be produced on 
“the mind of any intelligent Presbytertan at such 
“gh ‘announcement, ‘The last Biblical Repertory 
“contains an article, which must and will for ever 
Bo the theory to rest in the mind of every sound 
“Presbyterian who will attentively read it. 
~~ We should not have been more surprised if some 
‘one had announced that the General Assembly had 
oF yee power, or that the earth stood on the 
“hack of a terrapin.. Indeed this latter notion, res- 
pecting the. support of the world we had heard; 


Reety.—Our correspondent in Brandon, Miss. 
must be satisfied, if he has regularly received the 
Presbyterian since the early date of his letter, that 
‘the member of the Clinton Presbytery, to whom he 
refers, has spoken at a venture, and without a fact 
to sustain him. In briefly adverting to the 
points specified, we would reply to this veracious 
witness, that our account of the secession organi- 
zation has been fully sustained by the most respec- 
table witnesses ; that we will venture to say that 
no one will have the hardihood to affirm that Mr. 
Cleaveland reversed his votes unless he did it in 
a whisper; and that we were correct beyond con- 
tradiction in saying that Mr. White of Charleston 
continued to sit with the General Assembly until 
its close, and took part in its debates, and that Dr. 
Hill, of Alexandria did not take his seat with the 
secession body, for which, we understood he was 
soundly berated by Dr. Beman. As to there 
being thirty avowed abdlitionists in the Assem- 
bly, that is a piece of intelligence which none 
but a member of the Clinton Presbytery would 
have the temerity to assert. ~ | 


Tue Law Suit.—During our absence from the 
city, a report of initial proceedings in the suit at 
law instituted by the Pelagian seceders, was copied 
into our paper from the secular press. Since our 
a * retarn we have observed that the seceding news- 
= . “But we were not prepared to believe that any man | papers have been attempting to create the impres- 
4 ee, regard to character and Presbyteri- | sion abroad that these proceedings were favourable 

Would’ ever teach the former doc- | +, ineir cause. On inquiry, however, we have dis- 


=. hans a cdmiemdsts one thing which they could covered that it is only one of their usual tricks to 
= ‘Mever have learned 0 well in any other way, and | keep up the spirit of their party. The report it- 
| it is, that the New-school and Old-school differ | self was of New-school fabric, and, as we have 
been informed, was not even prepared by one of 


on fundamental points of Presbyterian Church Gov- 
their own lawyers; again, it is ‘neither full nor 


ernment. If the New-school succeed, then fare- 
“well to all we count dear in our order and Govern- 
=  . gent. Of-their success, we have no fears. They | Correct, but was evidently prepared under the in- 
= might aswell attempt to prove that the General | fluence of prejudice; furthermore it conveys a to- 
‘Court of Massachusetts has no legislative power. | tally false impression that the counsel for the Pres- 
Brae ; byterian church was fearful of meeting the issue ; 
OS PARENTS. HE | and finally, the decision of the judge in ordering 
= ~The irreligious-conduct of the children of pious the case for trial did not in any sense touch its 
4 parents whether lay or clerical, may, I think often | ™erits nor has it in any, even the slightest 
 be@in great measure ascribed to the following, | degree, prejudiced the orthodox cause. On 
‘among rcauses:— the contrary we. believe, that when the trial 
: “por ta be brought up, the advantage will be great- 
on . of the most pious parents as in others. y in favour of sound Presbyterianism, not only 
~ Po early religious restraints, uncongenial tothat | from the superior merits of the cause, but from 
: the form in which it will be tried. Weh ave 
thought this notice necessary to caution our read- 


- Corruption, and calculated to stir up the bad pas- 
gions of the heart, when not enforced on the prin- 
ers against the misrepresentations of our oppo- 
nents. 


« 
4. 


resbyterians will learn from 


2 ciple of Jove, affection, and duty. Connected with 
= this {may notice the constant recurrence of reli- 
= - gious duties, irksome to youthful minds, especially 
3 -when fendered wearisome by the mode of conduct- 
ing them, and not ‘making them a 

lege. and delightful employment. 

To iscipline ; an ill-advised 
even religious truth; a 


x o needless severity in 
want-of kindness in giving counsel; and rebuking 
improper conduct and tempers in an unchris- 
=. ftiemaepirit, which tends to repel rather than con- 
' , Togiving instruction above the years and com- 
nsion of the child; many pious parents seem- 
= # img torest satisfied if the memory be exercised, 
=»  though:the. understanding is uninformed, and the 
. heart is unaffected. 
Yo visible infirmities in the parent, early noticed 
-children, and very soon considered as proofs of 
gross. inconsistency, if not of hypocriti rofes- 
ion... might mention. for example, the of 
: Christian ag already noticed; and the ab- 
gence of patience and meek submission un- 
za jer worldly trials and disappointments, or too great 
= eagerness after the things of the world ; or to the 
of some besetting sin. 
early removing children from the im- 
= peoper conversation and bad example of irreligious 
To the choice of improper schools. tay 
» To not cerefully and anxiously watching over 
the first dawninga of the youthful mind, and not 
giving.it a proper direction, before wrong habits ; a 
are formed. _| of the transgressor is hard. 
| taking it too much for granted that our chil-| Heaven is exceedingly desirable, inasmuch as 
4 3 dren will, as a matter of course, embrace our own | j; will throw light upon many difficulties ; release 
a of from many perplexities; deliver from all sin; af- 
ford a sweet rest; perfect our happiness; and bring — 
the redeemed soul into the very presence of its 


Saviour. 

_ If we live with a proper reference to death, we 

shall die with a fair prospect of life. | 
When the enemies of the truth revile it and as- 

sail with the most odious: slanders those who 

would preserve it from perversion, we have high 

authority for meeting them in the spirit which can 

say ‘* Father forgive them for they know not what 


pleasing itis | Hints.—Let your charities be dictated by con- 


science; proportioned to your means and the wants 
of others; and governed by system. | 
‘Let your piety be fervent in spirit; quiet and 
unostentatious in demeanour ; and certain in its ef- 
fects. 

Regard God with holy awe; yourselves with 
humility ; and others with forbearance and love. 
One of the highest attainments of a Christian 
when unjustly reviled and defamed, is first to sup- _ 
press the spirit of retaliation, and second to pray 
for those who despitefully use him. 

If a man soffer for his own fault let him repent 
and humble himself; if he suffer for Christ’s sake, 
let him commit his griefs to a sympathizing Sa- 
viour. 

If a man have true zeal in religion, he will do 
the work of the Lord like Paul and give God the 
glory; if his zeal is mere pretension, he will like 
Jehu say *coine and see my zeal for the Lord.” 
A Scriptural truth of which the most striking 
daily illustrations are afforded and which never- 
theless gains but little credit is this, * the way 


gmanper, of .incalculating 


enemy of 
alluring 


tence es 


> 
~ 


|dict. We noticed the pamphlet at its first ap- 


| examined the subject for themselves, hail him as a 


| his public avowal of heresy, and open renunciation 


by a lawyer in New York of the name of Bene- 


pearance, but we really regarded it as undeserving 
of a serious answer, never supposing that the Con- 
gregationalists then in our church were so igno- 
rant of the stracture of Presbyterianism as to re- 
‘ceive it as authority. In this, however, we have 
been mistaken. © Mr. Benedict has been hailed as 
an oracle, and his opinions have been received as 
inspirations from heaven. His suggestions were 
the. basis of the secession which took place in the 
charch Jast May, and although he mistakes the 
very fundamental principles of our church govern- 
‘ment, his followers, who have never closely 


second Daniel. He is therefore entitled to the 
honour of giving his name to the new sect. His 

retensions appear rather small under the dissec- 
tion of the writer in th Repertory and we judged 
‘that we could not furnish a better entertainment 
to our readers than by giving them the article in 
extenso. When our readers have perused it they 
will be better prepared to appreciace the monstrous 


by men who do not even know what Presbyterian- 
ism is, either in doctrine or government, of wrest- 
ing from Presbyterians their consecrated funds. 
Ecclesiastically, all their wily and ambitious pro- 
jects were defeated, but they have heard of the 
uncertainty of the law, and they are determined to 
try another chance of grasping what they know 
they are not entitled to, The spectacle is humil- 
iating and may e’en make angels weep. We 
have strong confidence, however, that there will be 
no such mischance in the legal settlement of this 
‘question as will favour a cause so utterly destitute 
of right, and we know, that in the worst possible 
contingency, they can only be put in possession of 
funds which they never can honestly hold. 


Secutarizep CLerey.—We publish, on the re- 
sponsibility of the writer, the article with the fore- 
going title, without pretending to know from per- 
sonal observation, the extent of the evil to which 
italludes. It is not, however, the first time that 
we have heard the complaint, that in some sections 
of the Church, examples were too frequent of cler- 
gymen abandoning the high duties of their calling, 


ness. Where this is done from distaste for the. 
ministerial work, from love of filthy lucre, or with- 
out a sufficient justification, there can be but one 
opinion of its criminality. We are aware, how- 
ever, that the charge is not unfrequently urged un- 
der circumstances of great injustice and cruelty ; 
as for instance, when brought against those who, 
in the providence of God, are disqualified for the 
duties of the pulpit, by loss of health, or the infir- 
mities of age. It may happen also that ministers 
who love their Master’s work, may be placed in 
congregations which are really unable to afford 
them and their rising families, a competent snp- 
port ; in such cases, the devotion of a portion of 
their time to the instruction of a school, or the 
cultivation of a farm, can with no propriety be 
charged on them as an abandonment of their pecu- 
liar work, Cases may also arise in which good 
men, with the most honest intentions, may have 
mistaken their call to the ministry, and their ge- 
neral unacceptableness as public speakers, may 
force them into secular employment, to escape ab- 
solute want. Such cases are exceptions, and are 
by no means enumerated to excuse men in the cleri- 
cal office, who from a desire to become rich, are 
found daily jobbing in the stocks, or speculating 
in western plantations and town lots. In such 
cases the love of the world has predominated ; 
mammon has triumphed over a sense of duty; the 
miuistry has been abandoned; and the Presbyte- 
ries should exercise faithfulness and determination 
in arresting the evil,‘and relieving the ministry 
from the odium which such dereliction of duty 
brings upon it. 


DownwarbD Tenvency or Ductrine.— 
We insert in another column a communication re- 
specting the renunciation of Mr. McKim a mem- 
ber of the Presbytery of Wilmington. ‘The de- 
lay of publication was owing to our absence. It 
is an occurrence, however, which should not be 
suffered to pass without notice, inasmuch as it il- 
lustrates the tendency of error to wax worse and 
worse. Mr. McKim, who was secretly ordained to 
the ministry, to strengthen the New-school party, 
has found little difficulty in making the transition 
from New-school divinity, to what the Observer 
intimates to be Unitarianism. We judge not for 
ourselves in this matter, as we have not seen his 
letter of renunciation, but we suppose the transi- 
tiou to be about as sight as. is intimated ; for be- 
tween the Pelagian and the Unitarian views of the 
atonement, there is a very unimportant difference. 
We sincerely pitied Mr. McKim, when he was 
made to bear the disgrace of exposure before the 
Synod of Philadelphia at York, for the sins of his 
superiors, and we even now have more respect for 


of Presbyterianism, than we have for those who led 
him astray, and still continue to style themselves 
Presbyterians. We have always believed that the 
heresy, which lately was So prevalent in our Church, 
was verging fast to Socinianism, and we shall be 
much surprised if the scenes in Massachusetts, 
and particularly in Boston, are not soon re-enacted 
among those who were recently within the very 
bosom of our Church. Who will not agree with 
us that the separation that has taken place, has 
been eminently happy for the cause of truth and 


righteousness. 


CautTion.—We have. received information 
which leads us to believe that the Pelagian party 
are employing means to create disaffection in or- 
thodox churches, with the view of displacing their 
pastors. ‘This is not done- openly on the ground 
of their orthodoxy, but from various pretences ; 
that device being adopted in a particular place: 
which is supposed will be most effectual to make 
the pastor unpopular and uncomfortable. For the 
present we merely wish to guard churches 
against such emissaries and to urge Presbyte- 
ries to be vigilaat in discountenancing any efforts 
which may be made to break up pastoral relations 
upon false and insufficient grounds. Evils of the 
kind alluded to must be expected in the present 
posture of the Church, ut when the churches and 
Presbyteries are forewarned they will be fore- 
armed. 


Rerort.—A caviller once stated it as an un- 
answerable objection to Christianity, that he had 
never known a professor of religion that was not 
a hypocrite. The shrewd reply of a bystander 
was, sir, you must have been in the habit of keep- 


ling very bad company. 


attempt which is now in the course of being made. 


for the more lucrative pursuits of worldly busi- | 


the great centre of attraction. On that occasion 


‘he stated in the most unqualified manner that the 


clergy of Connecticut were harmonious in their 
doctrinal views, and never at any former period 

had lees difference in theological opinions. We 
were struck at the time with the temerity of .thia 
assertion, as it is a matter perfectly notorious that 
a large body of the most respectable and influen- 
tial clergymen of that state are irreconcilably oppo- 
sed to the semi-Pelagian systetn propagated by Dr. 
Taylor and his fullowers. The misstatement has 
been noticed in the proper quarter, and as may be 
seen from the following paper copied from the 
Northern Watchman, the Pastoral Union of Con- 
necticut have met the Doctor’s assertion with a 
direct contradiction. 


“aT A MEETING OF THE PASTORAL UNION OF CONNEC- 
*TICUT, HELD AT EAST WINDSOR, AUGUST 7TH, 1838, 
Resolved, 


“© Whereas the following statement has been ex- 
tensively circulated in the public prints, and by 
them represented to have been made in a public 
meeting in Philadelphia, by one of the delegates 
from the General Association of Connecticut, to 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
for the year 1838, during the session of said As- 
seinbly : viz., ‘ The churches (of Connecticut) are 
harmonious. I suppose, among ministers there 
has never been less difference of theological opin- 
ion than there is to-day. 1 know we are consider- 
ed abroad as differing widely, and there are those 
among us who think differently; but I give you 
this as my opinion. What are called shades of 
difference are considered of less importance among 
us:’ and whereas representations are frequently 
made that all the doctrinal differences which exist 
among the congregational churches and ministers 
of this State, respect minor and unessential points, 
and consist of mere shades of difference in the ex- 
planation of the doctrines of the Gospel, rather 
than in any radical difference in regard to the doc- 
.trines themselves; and whereas such statement3 
are fitted to convey erroneous impressions and 
mislead the public mind: 

“Therefore, the Pastoral Union fearing that si- 
lence on their part may be construed into acquies- 


}ence, and that their sanction may thus be indi- 


rectly given to what they deem dangerous errors, 
do solemnly declare that differences of opinion do 
exist extensively among the ministers and church- 
es of this State, relating to matters of vital impor- 
tance, and that errors are extensively advocated, 
which are subversive of the fundamental doctrines 
of the gospel, and suited to deceive many with 
false hopes of regeneration and salvation.— Among 
these errors we specify the following: 
ConcERNING THE Power oF Gop. 
“That free moral agents can do wrong under 
every possible influence to prevent them, and that 
it isa groundless assumption that God could have 
prevented all sin, or ‘at least the present degree of 
sin, in a moral system. 


“II. ConcERNING THE NATIVE CHARACTER OF MAN. 
“That mankind come into the world with the 
same nature in kind as that with which Adam was 
created; that men have no natural sinful propensi- 
ties—that there is a"period subsequent to birth, dn- 
ring which they have no moral] character, and are 
not subject to the moral government of God, and 
that animals and infants, previous to this supposed 
beginning of moral agency stand in precisely the 
same relation to this subject. — 
“111. ConcERNING THE PRINCIPLE AND END OF HU- 
MAN ACTIONS. 
“That self-love or the desire of happiness, is the 
primary cause or reason of all acts of choice which 
fix supremely on any object; and that of all specific 
voluntary action, the happiness of the agent, in 
some form, is the ultimate end. 


‘¢TV. ConcERNING A CHANGE OF HEART. 


“That a change of heart may be effected by the 
sinner in the following manner. By solemn con- 
sideration he comes to the conviction that his high- 
est happiness is to be found in God only :—Let him 
follow up this conviction with an intent and en- 
grossing contemplation of the realities which truth 
discloses, and that stirring up of his sensibilities 
in view of them, which shall invest the world, when 
considered as his only portion, with an aspect of 
insignificance, of gloom, and even of terror, and 
which shall chill and suspend his present active 
love of it; and let the contemplation be persevered 
in, tiJl it shall discover a reality and excellence in 
the objects of holy affection, which shall put him 
on direct and desperate efforts to put his heart upon 
them; and let this process of thought, of effort, and 
of action be entered upon as one which is never to 
be abandoned till the end proposed by it is accom- 
plished—until the only living and true God is loved, 
and chosen as his God forever. In this way, the 
the work of regeneration, through grace, may be 
accomplished. 

“V. CONCERNING THE AGENCY OF THE SPIRIT IN 
REGENERATION. 


“That the Spirit, in Regeneration, does not by 
direct efficiency change the heart, and thus pro- 
duce holy atfections—tH@t there is no other effec- 
tual hold which this divine agent can have on the 
sinner whom he would turn from the error of his 
ways, but that which consists in so bringing the 
truths of the Bible into contact with his under- 
standing and moral sensibilities, that he shall vol- 
untarily shun the threatened evil and choose the 
proffered good, and that there is no more difficulty 
in accounting for the fact that the yielding sinner 
supremely loves God from the impulse of a regard 
to his own happiness, than there is in explaining 
the opposite fact, of his having formerly, under the 
influence of the same principle, when perverted, 
loved his idols. 
ConcERNING SPECIAL GRACE. 

‘That if it is a known or revealed truth, that 
the sinner, under a present cali to duty, will not 
act, unless God do more than he is now doing, then 
it is reasonable that t@fe sinner wait until God does 
more; and that in all cases, the grace of Gud may 
be effectually resisted. 


VII. ConcERNING ELECTION. 


“That election in God’s purpose that those should 
repent and believe whom he foresaw, under the 
most wise distribution of the means and agencies 
by which he could operate upon the subjects of his 
moral kingdom, he could induce to obey the gos 
pel call. 

“ Against these doctrines we most solemuly pro- 
test. We conceive them to be at war with God’s 
word, and fraught with imminent danger to the 
peace and prosperity of Zion. We are fully per- 
suaded that so long as they are countenanced in our 
churches, we have reason to expect the frown of a 


}justly offended Gud; and that, should we fail to 


bear our decided testimony against them, we should 
betray the cause of our Master. We deprecate 
controversy—we lament that it should ever be ne- 
cessary ; but when those scriptural doctrines which 
constitute the long acknowledged basis of the peace 
and purity of our churches, are boldly and perse- 
veringly assailed, we fee] that but one course is left 
for us, and that is, to “contend earnestly for the 


faith once delivered to thé saints.” 


‘¢ Passed in the Union, unanimously. 
Attest, Natuanie, Hewit, Moderator. 
Wiiuiam Tompson, Scribe.” 


Scepticism. —Col. P. W. Grayson, who re- 
cently committed suicide in a hotel ia Kentucky, 
while on his way from Texas to Washington, stat- 
ed in a note which he had written shortly before 
the commission of the fatal deed and in its justi- 
fication, that for ten years he had been a partially 
deranged man, and then emphatically adds “a 
rueful scepticism was at the bottom of all.” If 
he meant that religious scepticism was the demon 
that had drawn around him the thick shades of un- 
happiness, he was only adding his to a much 
higher testimony ‘ that they that harden themsel ves 


against God, shall not prosper.’ 


twelve hours, and soon after her arrival at Cal- 


DeatH OF. axorHER Missionany.—By letters 
from Calcutta, dated May 4th, intelligence has 
been received of the death*of Mrs. Morrison, wife 
of the Rev. John H. Morrison, a missionary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church. She died of Cholera, after an illness of 


cutta. Mrs. Morrison was one of the missionary 
company which sailed from Philadelphia in Octo. 
ber last, in the ship Edward. They arrived at 
Calcutta on the 4th April, and are reported as hav- 
ing landed in health. No further particulars have 
been received. 


Rememser that the men who represent the or- 
thodox as drones in the hives and who unblush- 
ingly applaud their own success in the ministry, 
are those who in the face of Christ’s prohibition 
have dragged up the church of Christ to the civil 
tribunal, and may now be found hanging about the 
courts of Jaw. We ask, will not the misguided 
followers of these menif they possess piety, revolt 
at such conduct ? : 


Lyceums.—A correspondent in the South-west, 
says that an able article on the design, advantages, 
and best mode of conducting a Lyceum would be 
highly acceptable to many southern towns. We 
should be much pleased to be the means of com- 
municating such an article to the south, if any one 
of our correspondents will furnish it, who is ac- 
quainted with the details. 


For the Presbyterian. 


A STRAW, TO SHOW WHICH WAY THE 
WIND BLOWS. 


There may be some honest Presbyterians yet, 
both in the ministry and eldership, who continue to 
doubt the absolute necessity and propriety of the 
Assembly’s act of 1837, and the subsequent reform 
of the Church, believing that those men who have 
been disowned, are not in fact so heretical in doc- 
trine, and so oblique in moral character, as has 
been represented. Let me therefore occupy a 
small space in one of the columns of the *“ Presby- 
terian,”’ in recording for the benefit of all, a single 
fact, that will shed some light on the subject. 

In the Philadelphia Observer of last month, ap- 
pears the following article headed : 


** RENUNCIATION OF PRESBYTERIANISM. 


“We find on our table a little pamphlet purport- 
ing to be a letter from Rev. J. M. McKim to the 
Presbytery of Wilmington, containing a renuncia- 
tion of the doctrine of the ‘ vicarious atonement’ 
of Jesus Christ. Mr. McKim attributes his change of 
sentiment to his intercourse, as an agent of the Anti- 
slavery Society, with ‘persons of varioug shades 
of religious belief.’ Among these persons, report 
says, is a young Hicksite quakeress, whose perso- 
nal attractions and amiable manners have had no 
small influence in shaking the orthodoxy of Mr. 
McKim. His mind, it seems, has for some time 
been held in suspense between the stern orthodoxy 
of the Confession of Faith, and the persuasive argu- 
ments of the young quakeress, with whom he is 
said to be under engagements of marriage. The 
latter has finally prevailed, and the pamphlet be- 
fore us contains the result of his inquiries. How 
far his connexion with Mr. Garrison, and others of 
the same school, have contributed to this result, we 
are not informed. He considers his change of 
views as a renunciation of Presbyterianism, and a 
just cause of excision from the Presbytery. He 
gives a brief outline of his objections to the com- 
monly received doctrine of the atonement, but we 
find in them nothing which has not a thousand 
times been answered in the controversy with Uni- 
tarians and other errorists of the present and for- 
mer days.” | 

Now the Mr. McKim who is here said to have 
‘renounced Presbyterianism,” is a gentleman of 
my personal acquaintance. He entered the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton at the santfe time I 
did, but after the lapse of a few weeks, the death 
of his father rendered it necessary for him to return 
home to Carlisle. He there placed himself under 
the theological instruction of Rev. George Duffield, 
and after completing his course of study, made ap- 
plication to the Presbytery of Carlisle for licen- 
sure. After a careful examination of the young 
man’s qualifications to preach the Gospel, the Pres- 
bytery refused to license him on the ground of his 
gross departure from the fundamental doctrines of 
the Presbyterian Chggch. He then fled to the 
Presbytery of Wilmington, who received him with 
open arms as a persecuted brother, and totally re- 
gardless of the solemn and conscientious decision 
of the Presbytery of Carlisle in his case, granted 
him a Jicense. When the Synod of Philadelphia 
met in York, the New-school fearing that they had 
not votes enough to acquit Mr. Barnes, summoned 
all their forces, which consisted as we well remem- 
ber, of black, white and mulatto, and meeting with 
Mr. McKim, as yet a licentiate, they carried him 
off in great haste to a certain room in York, and 
there suddenly laid hands on him, converting him 
at once into an evangelist and a voter for Mr. 
Barnes. After that he acted as a stated supply to 
a certain congregation, but subseqently has been 
acting as an agent of the Anti-slavery Soci- 
ety. His formal and open renunciation of Presby- 
terianism took place recently. 

Now how well calculated to deceive the igno- 
rant, and to gull the credulous, is both the caption 
of the article in the Philadelphia Observer, and the 
article itself. ‘ Presbyterianism renounced !” 
Why Mr. McKim never embraced it at all. In 
his letter to the Presbytery of Wilmington, he 
says that his faith in the peculiar doctrines of the 
Presbyterian Church was shaken while pursuing 


For the Presbyterian. 
SECULARIZED CLERGY. 


This day I have received a letter from an_esti- 
mable minister of Christ in a neighbouring State, 
from the close of which I make this short extract. 
“] am sorry to hear that Brother is said to 
be President of a bank. Let us adhere to our work 
even in poverty.” The brother to whom allusion 
is here mude, was once a poor and len minister, 
and was thought to be very useful... Some time 
since he commenced buying and selling land, and 
probably made a good deal of money in a short 
time. . But God sent leanness into his soul. He is 
still a regular Presbyter, but not a pastor, and 
surely not an evangelist. And now, if he be in- 
deed President of a bank, is it not tine he should 
cease to be called Presbyter? The disposition 
among the clergy to enter largely into worldly bu- 
siness, is very distressing to those who are looking 
with anxiety to see Zion enlarged—her walls re- 
built, and her temples crowned with glory. Every 
No. of every weekly paperis examined for a single 
scrap on this subject. But none are found. Every 
No. of the Biblica] Repertory, especially, is hastily 
glanced over for an article on “ The secular em- 
ployments of the clergy.” But nosuch article has 
et appeared. ‘To speak of the proportion of min- 
isters within one hundred miles of this place who 
are deeply immersed in worldly business, compared 
with those who give themselves wholly to the min- 
istry of the word and to prayer, would certainly 
astonish many who had not made the comparison. 
But it would as certainly give offence tomany who 
would fall und@r the censure of such an invidious 
and discriminating communication. No one can 
doubt that the controversy in Virginia, a few years 


ductive of much good to the churches of that State. 

Nor can we doubt that a few able articles on the 
same subject at the present time would be benefi- 
cial, even if a few, or if many secular clergy were 
grievously offended thereby. To no one minister 
of my acquaintance could I say, “ Why stand ye 
here all the day idle?” But-to many I can say, 

Why have ye made the house of the Lord a place 
of merchandize? But if there be power in the 

press or virtue in the friendly rebuke of a bro- 

ther, the subject of this communication should 

not now be neglected: Let the true principles of 
ministerial life be fully discussed, and the scripture 

mode of ministerial pr an ably developed, and it 
will have a salutary effect upon men who are now 

troubled with many things besides a care of the 
churches. Is it strange that errors and ignorance 
should increase daily, when we see our pastor’s li- 
braries so frequently giving place to all kinds of 
secular occupations? No man, but €specially no. 
minister, can serve God and mammon. If we enter 

the world we must give up the ministry, virtually 

if not formally. And.if we faithfully fulfil the du- 

ties of the ministry, we will have neither time nor 
inclination to entangle ourselves with the affairs 

of the world. The composition of sermons, pasto- 
ral visitation, instruction of children, visitation of 
the sick, and missionary labours, call for constant 
application, and leave no room for farms. banks, or 
merchandize: Every minister who fully under- 
stands his business, looking over his flock with so- 
licitude says “ Pray for us.” “ Brethren, ~~ 
us.” Yours, &c. L. 8. 


For the Presbyterian. 
ON THE DEATH OF MRS. MORRISON. 


Mr. Editor.—The readers of the Presbyterian 
will remember that a Missionary company, consist- 
ing of the Rev. Henry R. Wilson, Rev. John H. 
Moceiaaee and Mr. Reese Morris, with their wives, 
sailed from Philadelphia last October, for Northern 
India. Intelligence has been received by which it 
appears that they arrived at Calcutta on the 4th of 
April, in good health. Not long after her arrival, 
Mrs. Morrison was seized with cholera, and in 


reward. 


She stood on the sun-stricken plains of Ben 

A stranger! far, far from her home left behind, 
And the memory of joys that she ne’er could recall, 
In sadness and silence rushed over her mind. 


She thought of her home, so surpassingly dear,— 
The home of her youth,—the blest home of her birth; 
Where the accents of love first saluted her ear; 

The dearest, the loveliest spot on the earth. __ 


’T was not that her heart had forgotten to beat 

With the pulse of affection for friends far away ; 
Those friends she stil/ loved; "twould have joyed her 
to meet ;— 

But her Saviour was dearer, far dearer than they. 


Twas for him that she broke the fond fetters that bound 
her,— 

The ties of affection as lasting as time ; 

And feared not the perils of ocean around her, 

Nor India’s sultry, and death-laden clime. 


And that Saviour released her in infinite love : 

At midday she heard his blest voice from on high, 
And an escort of angels came down from above, 
To conduct her to mansions prepared in — . 


Theol. Sem. Princetoh, August 21, 1838. 


THE WHOLE BIBLE. 


A Romon Catholic priest in Ireland sympathisin 

with the moral condition of his parish, contriv 

what could be done, consistent with his own reli- 
gious creed, to overtake the population with some 
remedial measures, and it struck him_ that it would 
-be well to print and circulate the epistles of St. 
Peter by themselves, in a separate tract. He did 
so, but, some how or other, they did not sell. He 
then thought he had better add to the title, “ The 
Epistles of St. Peter, Head of the Church.” Still, 
however, nobody bought them. At last it suggest 
ed itself to his mind, that if he placed between the 
title-page and the epistles themselves, a represen- 
tation of St. Peter’s Cathedral at Rome, shey would 
sell. He did so; and now the whole edition was 
soon bought up. One of the copies fell into the 


his theological studies ; that while preaching as a 
stated supply, his mind would be suggesting ob- 
jections to the doctrine of atonement; that while 
travelling as an agent of the Anti-slavery Society, 
among “ persons of various shades of belief,” his 
mind was “again” put upon enquiry; his “ for- 
mer” doubts and difficulties returned. Just look 
now at the conduct of the Presbytery of Wilming- 
ton. They either are ignorant of, or connive at, 
the unbelief of this young man on the most impor- 
tant doctrine of the Christian religion! And with 
this ignorance or knowledge, either of which ren- 
ders the Presbytery criminally faithless, they pro- 
ceed to license and ordain him! With doubts upon 
his mind on the subject of atonement, they hurried 
through his ordination merely to get his vote! 

Tne editors of the Philadelphia Observer, with 
their usual disregard to truth, studiously endea- 
vour to make us believe that Mr. McKim’s change | 
of opinion is attributable to his agency in the cause 


of the Anti-slavery Society, and the * personal at- 


tractions of a young Hicksite quakeress;” and his 
intercourse during his agency, “ with persons of 
various shades of religious belief.” But if these 
editors read Mr. McKim's letter to the Presbytery 
of Wilmington, as they undoubtedly did, do they 
not know that he never did receive the cardinal 
doctrine of atonement? Do they not know that 
Mr. McKim imbibed his heretical views during 


his course, asa theological student, with George |. 


Duffield? Do they not know that Mr. McKim’s 
unsoundness in the faith was the cause of his re- 
jection by the Presbytery of Carlisle, and with this 
unsoundness known and notorious, he was licensed, 
ordained, and sworn into the ministry by the Pres- 
bytery of Wilmington? How fraudulent and con- 
temptible then is the artifice of these editors, in 
making the public believe that Mr. McKim chang- 
ed his views after he was licensed and ordained, 
instead of before that time, and while pursuing his 
studies under Mr. Duffield! 

How disgusting is it to read the lucubrations of 
these men from time to time, on the subject of 
truth, and honour, and spirituality, and revivals of 
religion, and to see the weekly parade made to 

“show the superior zea] and activity of their party ! 
And how it hastens the pace of a sincere Presby- 
terian’s blood, to think of such men claiming the 
funds of our Church—funds given in faith by the 
pious dead, to propagate doctrines which these men 


deny and ridicule! 
BLOOMFIELD. 


hands of a man, who, having read it, went to the 
priest, and having ascertained that he had put them 
in circulation, said, 

“T have not gotall. Are there not the epistles 
ot some other fellows ?” | 

«© What makes you think so?” said the priest. 

“ Because,” replied the man, “I find it is writ- 
ten, ‘ As our beloved brother Paul hath said.’ Now, 
where is the epistles of St. Paul?” | 

‘‘ [t is even so,” said the priest, 

- The man never rested until he had procured a 
copy of the New Testament. Having read it, he 
came again to the priest.— 5 
“ Ah, [ have not got it all yet,” said he. 
not ?” said the priest. 
“ Because I read, *‘ As it is written in the Book 
of Psalms’—*‘ As it is written in the Book of Hosea’ 
—‘ As saith the prophet Jeremiah’—‘ As saith the 
prophet Isaiah; ”? and then with all the charac- 
teristic ardour of an Irishman, pointed out to the 
priest the noble array of finger-posts and land- 
marks in the New Testament, pointing to the ex- 
istence of the Old. ; 

« Well, said the priest, “* you are right now also; 
there is another book much larger than that which 
you have.” 
«“ © Jet me have it,” said the man ; and he never 
rested till he was pussessed of a perfect copy of the 
pec trated sit were, both strata 

aving then penetrated, as 
both ceaiaene—onl absorbed the light of both, 
the man went to his own priest and applied for ab- 
solution, which be refused him, among other rea-— 
sons, because he was a Bible reader, and that, 
therefore, there was no absolution for him. How- 
ever, he so urged his suit, with that irresistible 
Irish force to which there was no parallel in the 
universe—that the priest agreed to let him have 
absolution upon payment of a certain sum of money. 
The man then pulled out from under his coat the 
Bible, and said to the priest, — 
« T come to you for absolution: you say I must 
not have it because I am.a Bible reader; at last 
you agree to give me absolution if I pay you half a 
crown. I do not want your absolution ;” and open- 
ing the Bible in the middle, as a person in his con- 
dition would naturally do, and read, (and it was fit 
that such a blessed passage should be found in the 
centre of the Bible,) “ Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters ; and he that hath no money, 


Magazine. 


price. 


since, provoked by the letters of Aliquis, was pro- 


about twelve hours was called home to her final — 


come ye, buy and eat, without money apd without 
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_ temptation to the of pious parents, by sug- 
rte rainds the of their ts 
cre up the corruption of the evil heart, in j 
“eppeaition.26 their will and euthority ; by instilling 
respecting -religion, the nature of sin, 


4 


S 
® 


practical religion. 


_ The true Christian never should be 
his minister on all points 
- touching the welfare of his soul. How else is the 
‘to know the degree of piety that per- 
n he has 
‘cants whom he has never heard’ lisp the uame of} 
Jesus—-who are perpetually discoursing on secular 
is confined to novels and 
travels and reviews, what estimate is he to put upon | 
the holiness of their hearts and the foundation of 
opes ! Tam not one of those who would ob- 
“trude religion upon the notice of persons atal] times 
Tcschsisne, I believe with Solomon, that 
‘to every thing there is a time and a purpose un- 
der heaven—a time to weep and a time to laugh ;” 
é conduct of those few 
families who would fain be regarded as occupying 
itions in society, and holding in their 
hands the largest measure of influence. 
Took upon themselves in the charac- 
ter ofsinners who need to be instructed and pointed 
to the arm of the Saviour for support. They are 
glad to hear a faithful, el@uent preacher, and the 
can speak loudly in his praige, but the theme on whic 
the pulpit is not the one which 
they would be pleased to have introduced into their 
parlour. Here the minister must be agreeable and 
entertaining. He must talk freely about the merits | 
of the last novel, and Jaugh hearti 


converse freely with 


~ man of 
j vades his congregation 1 


subjects—whose reading 


their ho 
and on al 


but what I complain of is, 


— 
} 
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the highest 


never seem to 


he discourses in 


papers of the “ Pick-wick club.” 


in the 


tural. 


social enjoyment ? 


not with all the 


his office? - 


the one which should con 
know nothing,” among our 
Christ and him crucified.” 


is, of al 


- jovial, entertaining companion. — 


ing, re 


burning mountain. 


with great delight,” &c. 
Israel travelled 


would-defend them. 


thing done by 
get under “ the shad 
weary land.” 


wea 


evil heart of unbelief, depart 


Whoever has been, for ‘any length of time, the 


knew a clergy- 
man who once told. me, that a family, of the char- 
acter complained of above, used to say that, “ when- 
ever he entered their house, he sat down apparent- 
ly with the expectation of being entertained! A 
more preposterous idea,” replied he, “never entered 
the mind -of a professed Christian, and if I could, 
with delicacy and propriety, Convey, to them, a/| 
message on this subject, I would make them dis- 
tinctly understand, that I never desire nor expect, 
pular sense of the phrase, to be called an 
eeable minister. The point of my ambition is 
‘infinitely higher.” His views were just and scrip- 
or; did Jesus ‘Christ, as he journeyed to 
erusalem, and stopped on his way at a house in 
thany, expect Mary and Martha to entertain 
him with conversation foreign to the business of his 
heavenly mission? Did the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles, as he travelled from place to place, and 
entered into the cottage of the poor man, and the 
‘palace of the rich, anticipate any thing like ordina- 
= d must the minister of 
hrist, at the present da¥, be censured if he does 
licy of a man of the world, seek 
to please a certain class of his Parishioners, by en- 
tering into familiar con¥ersation on topics unsuited 
to the dignity of his character, and the solemnity of 
he great principle by which Paul was 

governed in his ministry among the Corinthians, is 


ple, “save Jesus 
All our actions, and all 
| our efforts, should bear either directly or indirectly 
# upon the enforcement of this important doctrine. 
i Are we called to visit the sick, and to pray over 
Bs them? Let Jesus Christ be our theme, for he alone 
Ay is the Christian’s consolation in the time of anguish 
-_— and sorrow. Are we solicited to enter the house 
is of mourning and speak words of comfort to troubled 
minds? Let us point to him who “is touched with 
the feeling of all our infirmities,” and who has 
ised, “ Blessed are those that mourn, for they 
f shall be comforted.” Are we going in and out 
among our people, rejoicing, with the 
= health and prosperity ? Let us still di 
a tention to that Saviour whose arms are stretched 
fi out in mercy, and who would have all men come 
to the knowledge of his Gospel. An agreeable 
minister, who studies to please any part of his flock 
by falling needlessly in with their worldly notions 
i others, the last character for whom I 
should break the tenth commandment, I would 
sooner covet the reputation of such a divine as the 
celebrated Archbishop Usher, who, after conversing 
long with his intimate friends on learning and other 
subjects, would say before separating, “‘come now, 
one word of Christ before we part.” 
steward of God had such a deep sense of his re- 
sponsibilities! Few would thep be the occasions 
on which he would not, in some way, bring forward 
religion, and show that his “affections are set on 
things above, rather than on things on the earth.” 
He would thus make himself agreeable to the more 
pious part of his people, if not to those who would 
wish their minister, out of the pulpit, to be a social, 


SHADOW FOR THE FLOCK. 


The gospel discovers or presents thee witha cool- 
Peeking shadow, to defend thee from the 
heat of divine wrath, Perhaps some of you have 
been at the foot of Sinai, or ai present are scorched 
with the flashes of divine wrath, cast out from that 
Well, here is mount Zion, 
take the benefit of the gospel, and thou shalt find 
the “ shadow of a great rock,” where the flames of 
vindictive wrath cannot reach thee; Cant. ii. 3. 
‘“‘T sat down,” says the spouse, “ under his shadow 
When the children of 
3 through Arabia, they had no 
¥ shelter from the scorching heat but a miraculous 
. cloud, with which God overshadowed the camp, for 
the space of forty years. I have read of some, who 
travelling through these sandy deserts, have drop- 
ped down dead with the heat of the sun; so that 
this cloud that covered the camp of Israel, was of 
absolute necessity to them, otlerwise they could 
never have subsisted there, especially for such a 
long tract of time; it was not their thin tents that 
This cloud typified the righ- 
teousness of Christ revealed in the 
the only covering under which a guilty sinner can 
be preserved from the “ devouring fires and ever- 
lasting burnings” of divine wrath. It is not any 
you that wi!l defend you, unless you 
ow of this great reck in the 
The cloud that screened Israel! from 
the-beams of the sun was itself exposed to the 
burning heat; so Christ exposed himself to the 
wrath of his Father, that he might be a lasti 
perpetual shadow to protect us from it. As Jsrael 
did, for the space of forty years, travel under the 
shadow of the cloud ; so while we are travellers in 
land, we must be journeying under the 
shadow of Christ, and his everlasting righteousness. 
If any of the children of Israel went out from the 
shadow of the cloud, they were in danger of being 
burnt ap with excessive heat; so, if at any time a 
believer, through a remaining legal spirit, and an 
from Christ, seeking 
relief from the law, he is in danger of being scorch- 
ed with Mount Sinai flames, and never shall find 
rest till*by faith he return to the place where 


“ Alas fair dame your hopes are vain— 
My barp bas lost the enchanting strain, 
Its lightness would: my age reprove 
My hairs are grey—my limbs are old— 
_ My heart is dead—my veins are cold— 
I may not, Must not, sing of love. 
Lay of the Last Minstre 


I'm old—miy hairs are grey—and few— 
baa’ting fast to life’s last goal, 
which, the deathless soul 
, Shall reach that awtul, final bourne, 

From which no travellers return— 
But tho’ tis true “ my limbs are old,” 
To thee my heart is never cold— 

+. Thy virtues make the poet's strain 

Impart new warmth to every vein— 

Bid fancy with new ardour flow, 

_ Aad brighten every scene below— 
. Thy christian graces—and thy love 

Like Manna, falling from above, 

Have been my solace midst the cares, 

And trials now, of forty years— ve 

But said I that “ my heart was dead,” 

_ My youthful fire and fancy fied? 

Not in thy.loved 

No, never when I think of ‘hee, 

When late, remote from al! I loved | 

+ - Along the Mohawk’s banks I roved, 
Thine image ever in my view — 
A light o’er all my pathway threw, 
@ every scene around me bright 
And cheered my very dreams by night. 


Yes—most beloved of women, yes 

Like Israel in the wilderness 
Full forty years—hand linked in hand, 
We've sojourned in this desert land, 
With eyé of faith on joys to come 
That eye upraised to Heaven, our home, 
We've sought midst all our wanderings here 
That world of endless glory, where 7 
Affliction, sin, and sorrow cease, 
And weary pilgrims, rest in peace. 
Tho’ darkness oft has gloomed our way 

' A “cloudy pillar” through the day— 
A “fiery pillar” through the night 
Has cast a soft benignant light, | 
So that tho’ oft oppressed with cares 
Life has not proved a “ vale of tears,” 
But through this * howling wilderness 
Mercy has*triumphed over distress, 
But now, dear Consort—what remains? 
Declining strength—increasing pains, 
Fast to the “‘ dust of death” we tend, 
Existence here—must e’er long, end 
And our immortal spirits be 
Translated to eternity. 


Then e’er the day of life is o’er, 
When these fond hearts shal] beat no more, 
Be it our aim and chief delight 
To keep a heavenly crown in sight ; 

~ Nor quit that strait and narrow road, 
That leads from earth—to Nature’s God. 
In all our conversation show 
What Christian Faith and love can do— 
Raising the soul above the snares 
Of earth—and Death’s appalling fears; 
And pointing to a brighter rest 
‘Where we shall be for ever blest. 


OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S DAY. 


In the winter of 1809, Mr. Wilberforce, medi- 
tating a trip to Bath, wrote to Mr. Percival to as- 
certain the day of the meeting of the Parliament. 
“ Parliament,” was the reply, “ will not meet, un- 
less something unforeseen should occur, until Mon- 
day, the 16th of January. I hope, therefore, you 
will lose no time in getting your hea)th well set up 
at Bath.” His watchfulness for public morals at 
once suggested to him the amount of Sunday 
travelling which such a day of meeting would cre- 
ate; and he begged, in answer, that it might if 
possible be altered. — I thank you for your note of 
esterday,” rejoined the conscientious Minister, 
“and am really sorry that I have given occasion for 
it. 1 feel myself the more to blame, because, upon 
the receipt of your note, it brought back to my re- 
collection ( what I had till then forgot,) some obser- 
vations which the speaker made to me some time 
ago upon the same subject; if they had been pre- 
sent to mind when we settled the meeting of Par- 
liament, I would not have fixed it upon Monday. 
We were, however, almost driven into that day. 
* * * Notwithstanding all these considerations, 
however, if I had thought, as I ought to have done, 
of the Sunday travelling, which the meeting on 
Monday will too probably occasion, I would have 
preferred meeting ona Friday in the sessions week, 
with al] its inconveniencies. You have the whole 
state of the case before yoou.—I am open to your 
judgment—for inadvertance is certainly néver felt 
me as any excuse.” T'wo days later he wrote 
again. “ Dear Wilberforce, You will be glad to 
hear that it is determined to postpone the meeting 
of Parliament, till Thursday, the 19th, instead of 
Monday the 16th, to obviate the objections which 
you have suggested to the meeting of that day. 
Yours, very truly, Spencer Perceval.” Mr. Wil- 
berforce has in his diary, without any allusion to 
the part he bad in it. “The House put off nobly 
by Perceval, because of the Sunday travelling it 
have occasioned.”—-Wilberforce’s Life, 
v0 


MINISTERS’ AND DEACONS’ CHILDREN. 


It will be remembered that the results of some in- 
vestigations, respecting the families of ministers and 
deacons, were published in the last Report. Similar 
investigations have been going on ever since. eAs 
in the former case, the inquiries have been ext nd- 
ed to all the families of the Orthodox Congrega- 
tional clergymen and deacons in every town in 
this State, which the Secretary has visited, and in 
the neighbouring towns, so far as has been practi- 
cables The results, including the 108 families 
mentioned in the last Report, are as follows: 

In 268 families of ministers and deacons, there 
are 1,290 children over 15 years of age. Of these 
children, eight hundred and eighty four,—almost 
three-fourths,—are hopefully pious; seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four have united with the church ; 
sixty-one have entered the ministry, or are engag- 
ed in their preparatory studies; and only seventeen 
are dissipated, about one half of whom only, be- 
came so while residing with their parents. In 
eleven of these families,—four of them ministers 
and seven deacons,—there are 123 children, of 
whom all but seven are pious; seven of them are 
deacons, and fifteen ministers! In 56 of these 
families there are 249 children over 15, and ALL 

he character of these facts is interesting, pro- 
bably, beyond the anticipation of the mostsanguine ; 
and their interest will be greatly increased, by 
contemplating some of the peculiar obstacles with 
which this class of parents have to conteng, in the 
education of their children. The Sabbath,—that 
day when everything conspires to aid other parents 
in the religious instruction of their children,—is, 
with the minister, a day of labour, fatigue, and 
anxiety; a day in which he can command but little 
strength, either of body or mind, to devote to his 
family. Again, the employment of the minister 
is very unlike that of the farmer, the mechanic, 


‘and even the merchant, which will enable the 


father often to take his sons with him, and exert 
an almost constant influence in forming their char- 
acters. A large part of his time, the minister must 
be shut out from the world, engaged in severe men- 
tal labour that demands his entire and undisturbed 
attention. Another obstacle that the minister has 
to contend with is this: all his plans and efforts 
for forming the manners and general character of 
his children, are oftentimes deranged or counter- 
acted by the attentions and indulgencies which 
they receive from the numerous visiters who ever 
find a welcome at the father’s hospitable dwelling. 
These attentions and indulgencies, so kindly in- 
tended by those who bestow them, frequently en- 
cou a boldness and forwardness, very unlovely 
in children, and extremely difficult to be checked. 
But one of the greatest cles with which min- 


isters and deacons both, have to contend, in the 


Christ “ maketh his flocks to rest at noon.” 


religious education of their children is, the influ- 


“ence Of the irrcligious.’ A clergyman, whose pa- 
rents were not pious, once acknowledged that it 
used to be.his daily study and effort, when a echool- 


boy, to persuade the children of pious parents to | 


do things which were wrong—to quarrel and swear 
-—thinking that their improper conduct would af- 
ford ‘a sort of license to do wrong himeelf. “This 
kind of influence is exerted peculiarly on the chil- 
dren of ministers and deacons. Deep-laid plans 
and combinations are often formed to lead these 
children into sin. Who has not witnessed the 
cruel and fiend like efforts of those vile wretches 
that congregate and Jounge about the drunkard’s 
home, to tempt the minister’s or ‘the deacon’s sons 
to taste their cup of shame, or indulge in their oth- 
er wicked pleasures, for the purpose of dishonour- 
ing the holy religion and profession of their fath- 
ers? 


So strong is the power of ridicule and shame on 
an unsanctified heart, that many a youth has been 
tempted to plunge into open sin, just that he might 
prove to his wicked associates that his father’s 
title,—which they, in ridicule, had applied to him, 
—was inappropriate. No doubt, many of those 
wayward, dissipated persons, whom these tavern- 
loungers tauntingly tell us are the sons of clergy- 
men or 
through their instrumentality. And theirs is the 
guilt, like that of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, of 
whom these dreadful words are so often repeated, 
“© Who made Israel to sin!” O, what will be the 
doom of those who have tempted others to disho- 
nour their own and their father’s God! These are 
some of the peculiar obstacles with which this class 
of parents have to contend; and yet it appears, 
from the facts stated above, that a large proportion 
of their children, through the blessing of God on 
parental instruction, are hopefully converted ; and 
they are among the most virtuous, respectable, use- 
ful members of society. That there have been 


instances, ever since the days of Eli, the priest of | 


Israel, where this class of parents have come short 
in duty, and where their children have, in conse- 

» become wayward and profligate, no one 
will pretend to question; but these instances do 
not compare in number with those that have always 
been occurring in connection with any other and 
every other class of parents.— Mass. S. S. Society's 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Sacrilege.—The and Episcopalian 
Churches in Nofistown Pennsylvania, were entered 
during the last week by some villain or villains and 
robbed of several articles. : 

Land Sale.—The sale of the Wyandott reservation 
is now in progress, at Marion, Ohio, at from 15 to 25 
per cent higher than those of a similar quality in April 
1837. Notes of solvent banks and Treasury notes, are 
received in payment by direction of the Indians who 
have the regulation of that matter. Most of the pur- 
chases that have been made are with a view to actual 
settlement and cultivation. 


Narrow Escape.—During the thunder gust on Thurs- 
day last, the lightning entered the shop in which the 
Locomotives are repaired, at the Rail Road Depot, 
without doing the least damage, except scattering the 
fire and coal on the hearth of the furnace and displa- 
cing a few bricks at the top of the chimney,—along 
which, it seems probable, it either descended or ascen- 
ded, as there is a lightning rod along side of the chim- 
ney inside of the building.—Several hands were at 
work at the time in the shop, and distinctly saw the 
lightning flashing along on the earthen floor, and one 

of them was in the act of blowing the bellows at the 
hearth when the coals, &c. were scattered.—Cham. 
bersburg (Pa.) Republican. 

Poisonous Milk.—Several persons were taken dange- 
rously ill at Portsmouth last week ; vomiting and purg- 
ing, attended with croup and spasms. After a careful 
examination the physicians were irresistibly led to the 
conclusion that the sickness was occasioned by the 
milk of a cow, which had been rendered deleterious by 
some poisonous plant which the cow had fed upon in 
the pasture. All who used any of the milk of the cow 
were affccted in a similar way, and some of it was given 
to a dog, who was attacked in a similar manner.— 
Newburyport Herald. 

Yale College—The annual commencement of this 
venerable Institution, took place on Wednesday last. 
The number of graduates was 68. The graduating 
class in theology consisted of 20. On the evening pre- 
vious to Commencement an oration was delivered be- 
fore the Phi Beta Kappa Society, by Rev. President 
Humphrey, of Amherst College, on the subject of Kdu- 
cation. ‘I'he Concio ad Clerum was delivered by Rev. 
Edwin Hall, of Norwalk. The New Haven Herald 
states that between 60 and 70 have been adinitted to 
the new Freshman Class. : 

The Safest Place for Specie—The Miners (Pa.) 
Journal of Saturday, states that several hundred dollars 
have been recently brought in, and deposited in the 
Miners Bank of Pottsville,—the owners remarking that 
since the banks have resumed, and spccie is again to 
be had when wanted, they “ prefer depositing what 
they have in Banks, to watching it in their houses.” 
This is a common sense view of the matter. ‘The 
“hard money” is safe in the Banks, and it is not alto. 
gether safe in private dwellings.—Balt. Pat. 


Eclipse of the Sun.—There will be almost a total 
eclipse of the sun on the 18th September next in the 
United States. It will be the last central eclipse of the 
sun visible in the United States until that of May 26, 
1854, which will be also annular. The next total 
eclipse of the sun will be on the 7th August, 1864. 


United States and Mexico.—We find in the Globe the 
following extract from a speech delivered on the 30th 
of June last by the President of Mexico, on closing the 
session of the National Congress. 

“ You also know, that the Government of the United 
States has accepted the offer of arbitration, by a friend- 
ly power, made to it on the part of that of Mexico, for 
the purpose of restoring good understanding and har- 


mony which have been unfortunately interrupted. 


While I lamented the unsatisfactory state of our rela. 
tions, I never doubted that the Cabinet of the United 
States would, in the end, be ready to comme to a settle- 
ment in a manner reasonable and conformable with the 
civilization and with the philanthropic sentiments pre- 
vailing both in Mexico and the United States. Far, 
therefore, from repeating the complaints mutually 
made, the two Governments will employ themselves 
only in obtaining such a definitive and satisfactory ar- 
rangement as may cuuse the differences which have 
endangered the peace between us and our neighbours, 
to be forgotten. The law of neutrality lately passed by 
the Congress of the American Confederacy, and the 
assurances given to our Minister, should cause us to be 
content with regard to the sincerity and frankness of 
their intentions.” 

Arrival of from Florida via Charleston.—The 
ship Anson, Sinclair, arrived at New York last week 
from Charleston, having on board three companies of 
the lst regiment, destined for Governor’s Island; also 
companies A and E of 4th regiment of artillery, under 
the command of Col. Fannine. Officers attached— 
Capt. W. W. Morris; Licut’s ‘Tafts, Brent, Williams, 
and Doctor Hitchcock. Also, the brig Moses, Brown, 
having on board three companies of ti oops, and the brig 
George, Hall, having on board three companies of the 
Ist regiment. The whole of these troops are destined 
to the northern frontier. 


A Lunar Jris.—The Easton Pa. Sentinel of the 10th 
says: “On Monday evening last our citizens were at- 
tracted by the very rare and singular phenomenon of 
a splendid rainbow by moonlight. The moon had just 
fairly risen above the eastern horizon which was tree 
from clouds, whilst the west was heavily overcast with 
dark clouds and a coming shower, and the bow ex- 
tended from north-east to south-west, and contrasted 
brilliantly with the gloom against which it was thrown, 
and towards the north-east, showing strongly the pris- 
matic colours, except when the fierce gleams of the 
vivid lightning destroyed for a moment its milder light. 
It was a rare and beautiful sight.” 


Deserters—The Buffalo Journal states that six de- 
sertcrs from the forty-third British regiment in Cana- 
da, recently attempted to cross the Niagara river on a 
raft, but tree of them were drowned in the attempt. 
The others reached Lewistown in safety. It is said 
that this regiment has lost forty men by desertion, 
since it has been stationed on the frontier. | 


Great Western—The Great Western sailed from 
New York on Thursday afternoon, 16th inst., with 
seventy passengers, and about one hundred tons of 
cotton. ‘The large number of passengers, shows the 
confidence of the public in the strength and safety of 
this vessel to be on the increase. The officer com. 
manding the French squadron now at New York, 


j@ visited the Great Western on Wednesday ; and, it is 


said, examined her equipments and machinery with 
mueh care, appearing to be highly gratified with his 
Visit. 
Bequest.—The late Miles R. Burke, of New York, 
after making by his will a very liberal provision for 
the survivors of his family, directed that three thousand 
dollars should be given to the Sunday School of St. 
Thomas’s Church, and the remainder of his estate to 


deacons, were made what they now are, ; 


| Sa 


bé divided betweet the Indtitalion for the Blind, and 


the Orphan Asylum, who have each acknowledged the | | 
meant, General Scott has postponed his visit to the North 


receipt of two thousand dollars. Thcy will receive a 
much larger sum upon the settlement of the estate. 
Fire and Loss of Life.—A fire recently occurred at. 
g Harbour, which destroyed the cabinet maker's 
shop and dwelling of Mr. J.G. Lamb, and a large new 
buildiag containing three stores, and in the third story 
a large hall intended for a museum. This building 
was owned by Phineas P. King. The following = 
ticulars of the loss of life are taken from the Sag Har- 
bour Corrector: A man by the name of Petty, a work- 
man with Lamb, in jumping out of the window to 
escape the flames, was much injured, but will recpver. 
Henry Westerly, a boy, in endeavouring to descend 
from a window in the Museum, lost his hold and fell 
on the flag stones, was picked up senseless, and re- 
mains so, and cannot live long, being much burnt 
and injured. A coloured girl jumped the same win- 
dow, fell on the flag stone but broke not a bone; 
though injured internally, perhaps seriously, she may 
recover. This girl says, that a young man named 
William Eldridge, was in the hall endeavouring to 
save some of its contents, and as she jumped from the 
window saw him fall into the flames—the roof having 
fallen in. The whole loss will amount to eight or ten 
thousand dollars. 

Gold Coinage-—The Washington Globe states that 
directions have been given by the treasury department 
to the director of the mint at Philadelphia, to have the 
dies prepared for the $10 gold piece, or eagle, and the 
stamping of it commenced with all convenient despatch. 
It is now thirty-four years since any of this coin was 
struck ut our mint. ‘The coinage of the eagle ceased 
in 1804, because the erroncous standard of our gold 
caused it to be exported almost as fast as struck. 


Pennsylvania.—The tolls collected on the Pennsyl- 
vania Canals and Railroads, from the 31st of October 
last to the 4th inst., amounted to $747,522.70. ‘The 
tolls reccived at the Collector’s office at Columbia, from 
the lst of November last to the 18th inst., amounted to 
$152,247.52. 

Rain vs. Drought.—While a very large portion of 
the Union has been suffering for want of rain, it is 
noted in the New Orleans Bulletin of the 7th instant, 
as a remarkable occurrence, that the preceding day 
had passed off without a shower. 

The Late Storm.—The storm of Saturday 11th inst. 
was very severe off Deal’s Island, about a hundred and 
forty miles below Baltimore. A slip from the office of 
the Norfolk Beacon states that schooners, sloops, and 
boats were capsized in every direction, and many lives 
would have been lost had it not been for the courage 
and humanity of Captain Parrish of the steambeat Vir- 
ginian. Though the violence of the gale would have 
justified him in continuing on his course, he spent a 
pe time in taking persons from the different wrecks. 
One ofshis boats was bilged during the gale. Off the 
Camp Meeting ground about three hundred small ves- 
sels were ut anchor, about three fourths of which were 
driven ashore and many capsized. 

The rain fell so fast at Winchestor, Virginia, on the 
11th inst., as to inundate the lower parts of the town. 
The loss sustained is estimated at upwards of twenty 
thousand dollars. 

A daughter of Mr. John W. Melhorn, of Frederick 
county, Virginia, was killed by lightning during the 
same storm. 

The lightning during the storm of Saturday also 
struck a tree in front of Mr. Lawrence Suydam’s 
house, at Six Mile run, New Jersey, glanced of and in- 
stantly killed that gentleman as he was stunding at 
the door. The house of Garret Polhemus, Esgq., at 
New Hanover was also struck and Mrs. P. knocked 
down but not seriously injured. Several barns in dif- 
ferent parts of the State were consumed by fire com- 
municated by the lightning—one of them contained 
two horses. 

More Effects of Lightning and Providential Escape. 
—On Saturday afternoon last a new building on the 
Farm of Jonas Wyman, Esq. of Montgomery county, 
Pa. was struck by lightning. ‘lhere were ten per- 
sons in the building, twoof which, one a son of J. 
Comly Jones of this city, about 16 years of age, and a 
lad about the same age, son of the master carpenter, 
were struck by the electric fluid, but were restored in 
about an hour by copious application of cold water and 
rubbing. The other persons in the building escaped 
without injury, what is singular, the two lads were the 
only persons in the building that were sitting down, 
and were at a distance of 10 to15 feet from each 
other. 

Specie Resumption.—The Banks of the state of South 
Carolina have determined to resume specie payments 
on the first of Septemb-r. A letter was received from 
the President of the State Bank, in which he states 
that he has been instructed by the Board of Directors 
to say “ that they do not consider the resumption of 
specie payments before the first of January next as an 
open question.” The Charlestown (Virginia) Free 
Press states that the Bank of the Valley resumed epe- 
cie payments on the 13th inst. 

The Governor of New Jersey has issued his pro- 
clamation, requiring all the Banks in that State to re- 
sume specie puyments on the 30th instant. 

Sir George Arthur, Governor of Upper Canada, has 
addressed a circular to the Banks of that province, in- 
quiring when they will be prepared to resume specie 
payments, From the tenor of the replies already re- 
ceived an early resumption is anticipated. 


The Crops—The Wetumpka (Alabama) Argus of 
the 26th ult., says: —From all quarters we have no. 
thing but good news in relation to the crops. Wheat 
is abundant, and a better promise of corn has not 
graced our fields for years. ‘The cotton, although late, 
is in many instances, recruiting fast, and hopes are 
entertained, that although stunted in size, it may yet 
turn out more profitable than at first expected. 

The Brunswick (Geo.) Advocate says :—We are 
happy to observe from the papers published in the 
Western part of the State, that much larger crops of 
wheat have been planted than ever before, and that the 
crops in gencral are doing well. In this vicinity too, 
much more corn has been planted than usual, and we 
are told that the planters will be mostly supplied with 
provisions from their own land. 

The cotton crops in Mississippi are said by the New 
Orleans papers to be in a promising condition, notwith- 
standing the late drought. The corn crop is not so 
promising. 

The Delaware Gazette says:—We have made in- 
quiry of a number of the farmers of this county within 
a few days past, in relation to the extent of injury done 
to the corn by the Jate and unprecedented drought, and 
we are pleased to learn that the consequences are not 
so alarming as we had reason to suppose. Frum the 
information which we have received, we have no hesi- 


tation in saying that the crop will be a very good if not - 


an average one. 

The Baltimore American of the 18th inst., says :— 
We stated that on Monday prices for corn had risen 
to one dollar per bashel, but the decline since then has 
almost been as rapid as the rise, for yesterday sales 
were made at 86 cents per bushel. The recent rains, 
which have been the means of saving parts of the crops 
that in many cases had previously been given up for 
lost, have doubtless had their influence in reducing 
prices from their late elevation. 

The Williamsport (Md.) Banner of Saturday, says: 
—“ We are gratified to hear, that in some, though 
linited districts of our country, the corn crop will af- 
ford a fair average yield, in consequence of some 
showers with which the greater portion was not fa- 
voured. 

Grasshoppers.—The Westchester (Pa.) Record says: 
Never within our memory have the grasshoppers been 
so numerous in this section of the country, as during 
the present season. Several weeks ago we noticed 
myriads of them, very small in size, just ch:nged 
from the larva—now they are of a full size, and may 
be detected in numberless multitudes, in all our fields, 
where the least sprig of vegetation can be found, and 
even on the bare ground in public highways. They 
have eommitted the must alarming depredations upon 


pasture and grass fields, and have but little doubt, con. | to be in operation.—Salem 


sidering the druught, of their entire desolation. These 
insects, which are a species of locust, have attacked 
the corn-fields, and in some places they have scathed 
the stalks by trimming them of nearly all their foliage. 
They have also attacked the orchards, and are de- 
stroying the leaves and fruit. We examined a field of 
corn a few days ago, of large and healthy growth, 
within a mile of the spot where we are writing ; the 
blades were gnawed and scarified, the tops or blossoms 
mostly cut off, the silk of the ears entirely devoured, 
and the ears of the corn partly eaten by the voracious 
destroyers. On passing through, the noise of their 
springing and alighting was like the fall of hail upon 
the floor. On Wednesday, many of these locusts took 
to their wings, and on looking upwards legions of them 
could be seen whirling through the air at a great height, 
their wings glittering in the sun, resembling some- 
what the flakes of falling snow. On the following day, 
we obsesved none on the wing—some supposed they 
designed emigrating—but we sce that they are still 
among us, devastuting and destroying all before thein. 

Who can account for the unusual numbers of these 
insects the present season, and the flight they have 
made? Are they akin to the locusts that afflict the 
countries of Asia, which destroy every thing that 
comer within the reach of their devouring jaws? In 
New England, we believe, the country has been blight- 
ed and the crops destroyed by the grasshoppers; it is 
probable the insects in this section are similar to those. 


ney has gone on an expedition to scour the Withlaco. | ‘Ten Commandments. 
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q The Cherokees.—We understand (says the Alexan. | two children, on the night of the 31st ult., by a party 


dria Gazette) that, at the: request of the War Depart. | of Indians and some negroes, 
Indian Murders i eorgia.—- cksonvi 
until the emigration of the Cherokees in September has | Courier of the, 
been completed. The Hamilton Gazette, printed at !teuer to its editor, dated Fort Gilland, East Florida, 
Ross’s Landing, in Tennessee, says: , July 31st, which gives the particulars of some horrid 
“The collection of the Indians commenced on the | murders, lately committed by the Indians in Ae 
25th of May last, under the direction of Major General | ‘The letter atatce that a man by the name > Wilde, 
Scott, arid, at thepresent time, all the Indians are col- | his wife, and four of his own, and two of hie sisters 
lected at the different depots—about eight thousand at | children, eight in number, were all murdered by the 
the Cherokee agency—two thousand at this place— | Indians on the 28th of July, near Centerville, Georgia. 
fitteen hundred at au new camp, twelve miles from the | Pwo children escaped—one of them says hat a white 
agency—and eight hundred at Fort Payne, Alabama. | may was with the Indians, and dntght hi 
These numbers comprise all the Indiane in the territo- | phim why he did not run, the boy told him he would if 
rial limits of the nation, with the exception of a feW | he wouldNict him go—which the man did, and so he 
who have pledged their words to come in in proper | escaped. gia 
time. * * * 
“The whole number of Indians in the nation on the 
22d of may was estimated at sixteen thousand; out of 
this number about 2600 were despatched by the super- 
intendent by water, to their new homes in the West, 
during the month of June ‘They are divided into 
three partics. The first consisting of 950, started about 
the 15th of June, under the following officers: Lieut. 
Pavis, United States Artillery, conductor; Messrs, 
Reeves, Wulder, and Cox, assistants. Messrs. Oates, 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


UPPER CANADA. 
From the Rochester Democrat, Aug, 18, 

It affords us great pleasure to be able to communi- 
cate the release of sixtecn State prisoners trom the jail 
jat Toronto. Several of were condemned to death 
and Folger, physicians. The second party of 800 | —®™ong the rest, Charles Durand, a relative of Doctor 
started about the 10th of June under the following off. | Duncomb. It is suppused that the order for their re- 
cers: Lieut. Whitely, United States Artillery, con. | !ase was received by the Great Western. 

ductor; Messrs. John Hooke, and FP. Price, assistants;| , he following is copied from the ‘Poronto Commer- 
Messrs. Hodson and Morrow, physicians. The third | ©'#! Herald of Thursday : 

party, consisting of 1070, started about the 16th of| His excellency Sir George Arthur has been pleased 
June, in wagons, for Waterloo, Alabama, where they | '© extend to the following prisoners Her Majesty's 


were to be embarked in boats. ‘The officers in charge | Patdon, viz. 
of the party are Henry Bateman, conductor ; aera Seymour W. H. Stockdell, John McCormick, John 


Goody and Standifer, assistants; Messrs. Hoyle and Gillingham, Daniel Snell, and William Detang, on 
Willougbby, physicians. condition of their giving security to keep the peace and 
_ “ We understand the first party mentioned, reached be of good behaviour tor three years. : 

the Western Nation in twenty days, without the loss | , 4>ruham Haling, Jesse Cleaver, Silas Bardnell, John 
of a life. The second party is presumed to be near | Brown, John Haling, Joseph Milbourn, Ava Wizon, 
the borders of the Western Nation; and the third party | Joe! Wixon, John Hill, Daniel Shephard, and Charles 


b | on coniition that they banish 
ae y hh in a ne within three days from the time of their liberation from 


“On account of the season, General Scott, on the prison, from this Province, and that they remain absent 


18th of June, suspended the emigration until the first | for aud during their natural lives. 


of September next, at which time vigorous operations | L&wistowx, Aug 15.—It may be a matter of inter- 
will be commenced, in the mean time nothing will be | ©St to your readers to be informed of the fate of the six- 


done except to subsist the Indians at different depots.” onan State convicts, sentenced to be executed on the 
Danville Ruil Road.—That part of the Danvilleand| Three of them, Chandler, Wait, and McLeod, are to 


| Pottsville rail road from the Shamokin coal regions to | be executed on the 25th, agreeab,y to their sentence. 
; Sunbury was opened with great ceremony on Wed. 


Eight others, including Miller and the other Ameri- 
nesday last. cans, to be transported to some one of the British colo- 


Fortifications.—Governor Kent of Maine, aided by { Hies for life. Tnree others to the penitentiary for three 
General Wool and Major Graham of the Engineer De- | years. 3 
partment, have fixed upon sites for fortifications on the | The case of the remaining convict, Waggoner, has 
north-eastern boundary and at the mouths of the Pe. | not been decided—great efforts having been made by 
‘nobscot and Kennebeck. The maine Commissioners | his friends to procure his banishment to the States. 
are now engaged running the boundary line. as he abe pads ed who led a Fr of lancers at the 

| affulr of the rt Fills, comes on to-day or to-morrow ; 
tl Ft ees a states that Lit- and the general belief is, that he will be convicted and 
y s, Receiver of Public Money at Helena, enneark tis bea 
Arkansas, has absconded, proving a defaulter to the | 8°Mtenced to be executed.— Albany Argus, 
thousand four hun- FROM HAVANA. 

red and sixty-two dollars. He had only given secu- : 

rity to the government t» the amount thou- | +, 
sand dullare. E place. The object of the conspirators was to wrest the 
_. Runaways.—The captain of a schooner arrived at government of Cuba from the Queen, and place it in. 
Alexandria, D.C., states that on the 12th instant, while | the hands of Don Carlos. About four hundred arrests 
off False Cape, he saw a large canoe or perriauger boat, | had been made, and it was supposed many more would 
— a or — negr paste board, all well armed | take place. The arrests were made privately, and the 
with muskets. e supposes they were runaway slaves | gj 
from North Carolina, making their way North. 

Disease in Catitle.—During an excursion in Stafford 
county the present week, we learned that between | DIED, 
thirty and forty cows, besides other cattle, have died} At Philadelphia, on the 18th inst., Wituam Dar- 
in Rochester, Sumersworth and the neighbouring towns | racu, son of Thomas and Euphemia Orr, in the sixth 
within a few weeks. Some suppose that they are af-| year of his age. hap 
fected by the black murrain, others think that they ted Bis the 
on some poisonous shrub. In most cases they die soon Frail y 

‘after they are taken, and so soon become putrid that Ro 

they require immediate burial. We have heurd of 

two cases where men were poisoned in attempting to 
skin the animals, and but for immediate medical aid , 
probably would not have survived. One man lost six LASSIC ’ a : 

cows out of his eight. We heard of five sheep which 
were tound huddled together as they usually rest, all my, will be resumed on Monday, August 27th. In 
of them dead. So sudden has been the attack, in one | this institution, systematic and thorough instruction is 
case a cow which had been milked in the morning given in the Latin and Greek languages, the mathema- 
without being perceptibly effected, was found dead by | tics, and the various branches ofa good English cduca- 
the person who went into the yard a short time after | tion, Application may be made at the Academy, in 
to drive her to pasture.—Portsmouth Jour. George street, above 7th, or to the subscriber. 3h 

A Novel Arrival.—Arrived at this port yesterday, OSEPH P.. ENGLES, | 
sloop Native, Capt. Solomon Attaquen, trom the Indian 71 Filbert street. 
Plantation, Marshpee, Mass. ‘his vessel was built by 
the native Indians on their plantation, is owned by 
them, and is commanded by one of their nuinber. She 
is thirty-two tons burthen, and is here for a cargo of | ties of the Schoul will commence the Ist of September. 
lunber.— Bangor Whig. 


aug 25—6t. 


nabled to secure comfortable and extensive ac, 


e . 


aug. 25.—3t. 


Remarkable Escape-—During a vivlent shower last | 
Thursday week, two boys, the sons of Mr. Sailor, of "YOUNG LADIES, Ne 124 South Fe abe isan 
Washington,.in this county, while sheltering thein-! perween Walnut and Spruce. In this Beiaresse es pu- 
sclves under a tree, were struck by lightning and pils are instructed in the various branches usually com- 
dreadfully injured. ‘The hat of one was completely prised in a finished English education, viz: Orthogra 
torn to pieces, his clothes burnt almost to cinders, his phy, Reading, Arithmetic, Writin Geog : G ‘ 
hair badly scorched, and the flesh of his back and legs | iar. History, Composition Raney Notre 
was turned entirely black. ‘The other, though dan- phy, Chemistry, &c. A of approved quali- 
gerously, was not so badly injured, Both lay entirely ' fications, gives lessons in some of the higher branches. 
senseless for a considerable length‘of time, and it was Writing is also taught by a Master. The 
considered doubtful whether they would recover; but |... large d 
we are happy to learn that they are now out of danger. ments ane such as to wis! > aia Mies G papa 
The fluid passed down the tree, rending it atmost in! the different 
two, and along a chain, with which a boat was fastened | -e citation tisk: — 
to a stone near the foot of it, within a few inches of one ; 
of the boy’s heads and thence into the boat, shattering 
it nearly to nniaaneneittied ennsylvania Coaraat. ce Spelling, Reading, and Rudiments of Arithmetic 84; 

Exploring Expedition —The Exploring Expedition French —; Music $12; Fruit and Flower Painting 
weighed anchor at Norfolk on Saturday alternoon lust, $2; Stationary, use ot School Lib ary, Maps, Globes, 
and at sunrise on Sunday morning, the last of the | &c. $1; Boarding and Washing $39. 
squadron was seen passing round Cape Henry. _ Plain Sewing and Sampler Work included in the 

The ficet consist of the following vessels, viz:— | above terms. An additional charge for Worsted and 
Sloop of War, Vincennes, Lieut. Wilkes, Commanding | other Ornamental Needle Work. : 
the Squadron; ship Relief, Lieut. Long; sloop of war,| | Rererences:—Tne Rev. Dr. Green, Dr. J. C. Otto, 
Peacock, Lieut. Hudson ; brig Porpoise, Lieut. Ring- | Dr. S. Moore, and Hon. John Sergeant. 
gold; schooner Flying Fish, Passed Midshipman| The duties of the Seminary will be resumed on the 
Knox; and schooner Sea Gull, Passed Midshipman | third of September aug 25—3t* 
Reid. The schooners are pilot boat built, and of the 
rise of 1U0 tons. The sloops of war are nearly on the! ¢v TEVENS’S GREE : 
peace establishment, showing only eight guns each. POLAN 
The Baltimore Patriot says—* from the demonstration | Pgagins, 134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia Sacre & of 
afforded by the first effort of these vessels sailing in | Travel in Greece, Turkey, Russia, and Poland 
squadron, it manifestly appears that they are most illy | the author of “Incidents of Travel in Egypt, ya 
assorted as regards speed. ‘The Porpoise is by fat the Petre, and the Holy Land.” With a map and engra- 
fastest of them, while the Relief and Peacock are vings, 2 vols. Also, The Church in the Wilderness, 
greatly inferior to them all. or Fragments from the Study of a Pastor. By Gardi- 


Harrisburg Rail Road.—The passengers from Phila- | der Spring. The Supremacy of the J.aws; A Sermon, 
delphia to Harrisburg are now conveyed the whole | By the Rev. Albert Barnes; price 12} cents. Hints 
distance by rail road—the tunnel on the Harrisburg | *° Tradesmen, and Maxims for Merchants. 
and Lancaster rail road being now complete with the} 848 


exception of one facade. The distante between Lan- Pure marae ke VI NEG AR.—The subscriber 


caster and Harrisburg is run in one hour and twenty e Bi i 
minutes, and caniepers leaving Philadelphia at six has secured a supply of first rate Pickling Vine- 
o’clock in the morning, will arrive at Harrisburg about | 89% 90Y reasonable length of time. The same des- 
two in the afternoon. ; cription of Vinegar has been known to keep Pickles 


; : | . | upwards of four years, of which proof can be given. 

Worth Remarking.—Some circumstances attending | ‘{'he above article will be delivered free of wugiend to 
the transit of a letter recently received by a friend of any part of the city or surrounding districts. For sale 
ours, appeared to us so remarkable, that we have by JAMES R. WEBB, 
thought them worth recording. The letter was re-| “Grocer and Tea Dealer, S. W. corner of Dock and 
ceived in Salem on the 7th inst. having been mailed at | Second strects, Philadelphia. | 
Bombay the 22d fo May, and forwarded by way of | ; | . 
Maculla, Mocha, Jedda, Suez, Cairo, Malta, Gibralter, °F : Booksel 
London, Bristol, and New York ; perforining the whole Li's blished 
distance in 77 days, including a detention of five days | The Menwirs of Mra. Sarah Hawkes, | € x of Islington 
in England. The whole route being by steam, with including Remarks in Conversation and Extracts from 
the exception ‘of the distance from Suez to Cairo, and | Sermons of the Rey. Richard Cecil by Catherine Cecil. 
from Boston to Salem—presuming the Bristol railroad| =] have chosen thee from the furnace of affliction.— 
eget = Isaiah xlviii. 3. From the second London edition, 1 
Awful Effects of Lightning—The Terre Haute | vol. 12mo. . 


(Indiana) Courier thus describes the effect of a stroke 
of lightning on a man in the open prairie, one mile WHETHAM, Tohcological and Classical Book. 
and a half south east of Terre Haute :—“ His body was|7e seller, Mo. 144 Chesnut street, Philadelphia, 
found in a perfect state of nudity, having been divested | hag lately published new editions of the following | 
of every article of clothing, which was torn ia thou- | scarce and valuable books. 
sands of pieces by the fluid, without being in the least} Leland’s Deistical Writers.—A view of the princi. — 
singed. His boot legs were torn into numerous strips, | pal deistical writers that have appeared in England du- 
and the soles completcly separated from the bottoms. } ring the last two centuries; with observations u 
The hair from one side of his head was taken off, the | them, and some account of the answers that have been 
skin of one of his elbows was broken, and the balls of| published against them. By John Leland, D.D. 1 yo}, 
both his great toes appeared to have been burst open, | 8vo. pp. 571. | ; us. 
where the fluid left the body, at which points the bot-; Jennings’ Jewish Antiquities)—Jewish Antiquities 
toms of his boots seemed punctured as with a rifle} or a course of lectures on the three first books of Moses . 
ball.” As may be judged from such effects, the man/ and Aaron, to which is annexed a dissertation on the 
was instantly killed. . Hebrew language by the late David Jennings, eee” 
From Florida.—The St. Augustine Herald of the | 1 vol. 8vo. pp. 541. ob 7 fers 
Ath inst., says:—We learn that in the neighbourhood| Fisher's Marrow.—The Marrow of 
of Micanopy, one man was killed by the Indians, and | two parts. Part 1. The Covenant of W@ “2 
other wounded while fishing ina pond. Col. Har. | Covenant of Grace. Part 2. An 


chee, he had with him a force of 220. Captain Mick- 
ler, left Palatha two days since, to join Col. H. at Mi- :; 
canopy. Col. Harney hus one hundred men armed | on God’s wre ay 
with Colt’s rifle, and disguised as Indians. : rived thence viz. Of 

A letter from Col James Gadsen, published in the | Election, of Redemption, &, 
Tallahassee Floridian of the 4th instant. gives infor. pene By Elisha Cole 


mation of the murder of Mr. Singletary, wife, and 


Of congregation, Whether 10 town or coun- 
wished to look upon him hot so ‘much in the light} 
of a fait al ambaasac or for ‘Chr ft, in ‘that of an ves dearest fr xnd—it is too true— 
rreeable companion, and a good-her ted, friendly | 

visiter. It iso Gesire, practice, as far as cir- | 
| cumstances will permit, to say more or less on the | 

| ‘subject of religion in all. 

| with my people. feel the solemn responsibility | 

i of my office, . Ilook over my ordination vows, and : 

ions, as well to. the sick asthe whole, within m 
tations, as well to. the sick as the whole, y | 
cure,” and I know that. 1 can pe rer discharge my } 

. duty while I live on! in ‘the partial fulfilment of | 

this promise. Bat in the parish over, which the 

d bas placed there are some 

few familie om cad never approach with the 
subject that lies nearest to my heart. I enter their 
a houses, apd if, afte ‘the usual chit-chat of the day | 
has’ been gone through with, [attempt to introduce 3 
us conversation, the is instantly 
only named again 
to be resun ot unfrequently the Church is | | 
q substituted, but I beg leave to observe that there is | | 
a vast deal of difference between talking about the 1 
_ Church and her principlee—her prosperity and her 
nd talking about vital, personal, and | 

a Death by Lightning.—Dr. Thomas H. Bond, of Cal. | design of the Teachers to instruct young ladies in all : 

vert county, Maryland, was instantaneously struck | he branches of a solid and polite education. | : 

dead by lightning, on Saturday night 11th iust., at the | Parents desirous of securing seats, are requested to 

1 residence of his uncle, Dr. Duke. ‘I'wo of his brothers, ‘ make early application at the Seminary, where th . 

rol us. We shoulc his sister, and some other friends, were present when this _Will be e j 

melancholy event took place, and several of them nar. references and numerous tes_ 3 
rowly escaped death. ‘The house was much shattered, | !!™monials, and also learn the terms and plan of instruc, 

| and a young lady struck senseless, who remained so , 10n.__ Vocal Music is attended to as a branch of study, | 
for some time before she recovered. H. BELL, Principal, 

| 

Sy Edward Fishes, A. 
| mas Boston, 12ino. pp. 350. 
| Practical Discourse 
tar Of Per. a 


* ty 
2 


Saturday last; the 11th instant, at ten 


|minutes before two o'clock, I ascended with 


any Parachute Balloon, accompanied with two 
small parachutes and animals, from the spa- 


‘cious yard of the Washington Hotel, kept by 


Mr.’ Connor, and soon attained the 
~ |height of 2000 feet 1 detached the conical 


| riment was to decide’the certainty and safety 


parachute with its occupant, which landed 


near the Lafayette College; by that time I 
rose several thousand feet more, when J de- 
tached my oiled silk parachute which expe- 


{of my parachute Balloon—it did not descend 


4 
wid 
“4 nay? 


hearec at every door attends. — 
-—. * Death! thou art seén where lightnings flash 
is heard amid the thunder’s sound ; 
be thy command, 
«And Whirlwinds sweep ‘destructive through the 
glidst-unseen through pestilential air ; 
4 Aipamenee thy. extensive thy control, 

torrid e’en to the frozen pole. 


BATTLE, 
"Heard ye, that thander from the embattled field 
atte have stecled ! 
wk onset ade arti TOTS, 
< He from each musket fell destruction pours ; 
Jidere bostile hosts with hosts conflicting shock, 
oaeeust..giancing bayonets life’s closed streams un- 
idrous smoke the combatants surround, 
pre 31m 
ram and sbrilly soundi 


the living—mock the dying strife. 
Death drinks in music from the armour’s clash, 
in each fatal flash ; 


guenched in blood ambition’s Jaring star, 
chilled ip many bears the of war 
ier and chieftain, équalized by fate, 
with foe, forgetful of their hate, 
pegoeful now,-—in slumber so profoun 
ing reck the stirring scenes around. 


To lonely widow, of her murdered boy, 


“I was surprised to learn that this central 
prison for boys, the only one in Holland, did 
not..then. contain..more than from sixty. to 
eighty. prisoners; so.that, adding seventy who 
were expected from a depot.at Leyden, there 
avere, St most; only 150, out of a population of 
To finda solution of this pheno- 
ion, I had: only ‘to reflect upon the excel- 
nt schoola I bad everywhere met with. The 
charges upon the towns for the support of the 
schools: produce then this result, that there 
aré*feweroffences and fewer crimes ; and 

x -consequently less to pay for police, and_ for 
™ the.prevention and punishment of crime. In 
Rotterdam, a commercial’ town of nearly 
>. “$00,000 inhabitants, filled with merchandize, 
 ‘and'whiére the nuniber of canals and bridges af- 

ford great facilities to depredators ; robberies 

3 are rare,.and burglaries, accompanied by acts 
@ of violence, so much:so,that the gentleman who 
if aecompanied us, assured me, that it would be 
very difficult for them to mention any. It is 
=  -with grief that I contemplate the mistaken 
-— zeal, the illogical reasoning of certain phil- 

anthrepists, and even of certain governments, 

‘who bestow so much pains upon prisons, and 

4 fheglect schools; they allow crime to spring 
- up, and vicious habits to take root, by the ut- 
4 ter neglect-of all moral training; and of all 
g education in children; and when crime is 
a grown and is.strong, and full of life, they at- 
a tempt to cope with it; they try to subdue it 
terror of punishment, or to mitigate it, 
F in ‘some degree, by gentleness and kindness. 
. After having exhausted all their resources, 
| both of thought and of money, they are as- 
tonished to find: that ‘their. efforts are vain ; 
‘atid‘why? because all they do, is in direct 
| ‘opposition to common sense. To correct is 
_ ‘very important, but to prevent is far more so. 
q ‘The. seeds of. morality and piety must be 
early sown in the heart of the child, in order 
that they may be found again, and made to 

‘shoot forth in the breast of the man, whom 

adverse..circumstances may have brought un- 
der‘the. avenging hand of the law. To edu- 
cate the people, is the necessary foundation 
of all prison discipline.—It is not the 

_purpose of a penitentiary to change monsters 
men; hut to’revive in the breasts of 
who have gone astray, the principles 
«which were taught’and inculcated to them in 
their’ youth, and which they. acknowledged 
@d._carried into practice in former days, in 
’ the schools of their infancy, before passion, 
a and wretchedness, and bad example, and the 
2 “evil chances of life had hurried them away 

ftom the paths of rectitude. To correct, we 
- qnust excite remorse, and awaken the voice of 

@enscience:; but how can we recalla sound that 

‘had never been heard?—How are we to re- 

“Vive a language that had never been taught? 

Af. to.demonstrate, presupposes principles al- 

ready agreed upon, if we are to correct, we 

tmust’also presuppose an admitted rule ; some 

feeling of obligation and of duty ; a knowledge 

of good and: evil; which, though forgotten, 

-jpas not been rooted out; some pre-existent 
habits, which are to: be brought back 
‘By jadicious treatment, and be made to tri- 

“mph. over. those more recently acauired, 
~ which had shut out the earlier and better feel- 
ings. -1-approve of, nay, I bless with my 
- whole heart, every kind of penitentiary ; but 
-‘Lconsider that they ‘must forever remain al- 
‘most. fruitless, unless their to reclaim 
~ 7s made to rest upon the effect of schools for 
‘4he* people universally established ; atten- 
“dante upon which is obligatory, and where 
dnstruction is considered as only one of the 


MAKING BUTTER. 
a, + Putting a pint of cold water during the 
_ summer.months in each pan of milk when 
the cow, will materially aid: in 
}athedesirable objects. The milk will not sour 
«gg quiek, and the cream will rise more per- 
reason why butter becomes 
sd soon, is Owing to the imperfect 
in. which the milk, frequently soured 
-~pefore churning, sareparsted from t 


| with that uniform velocity asthe first. I how- 


ever concluded that the experiment would 


_ | not be hazardous if not disagreeable. 


I al 
‘was satisfied by former descents, that a bat 
‘loon as soon as it becaine flaccid, would in- 
vert in a rapid descent—When I attained an 
altitude of about 13,000 feet, the balloon be- 
came fearfully expanded, causing a loud his- 


which the valve rope passed, giving me warn- 


balloon must rupture ; at this critical moment 
I became somewhat excited as I looked over 
the side of my car and saw the vivid flashes 
of lightning passing from onecloud to another. 


| A thunder gust was moving from south-west 
| to north-east, and my vesse!, at this time, was 


sailing swiftly from north-west toward south- 
east, passing New Village and Asbury. I 
looked at my time-piece, and found it twenty 
minutes past two, and as | was returning it 
to my pocket, the balloon exploded! Al.- 
though I had confidence in the apparatus, I 
must admit that it was a moment of awful 
suspense, for in the sprce of ten seconds the 
gas rushed from the balloon, with a noise re- 
sembling the approach of a hurricane, and as 
I fell through the air it whistled through 
the net work like a strong north wester, 
through the rigging of-a ship; I cast my eyes 
to the balloon, and found my expectations 
realized ; it assumed the form of a concave 
hemisphere, falling rapidly without any vibra- 
tory motion, until [ reached the lower strata 
of air, which was blowing a sharp gale from 
the south. When the parachute commenced 
its first vibrations, drifting me northward, 
making a vibration about every ten seconds, 
which now made the descent very unpleasant, 
every motion causing a sensation similar to 
that of a person dreaming of falling. I make 


| the comparison because [ consider it a gene- 


ral affliction, as. it frequently occurs to myself. 
The wind from the South drifted me about 
three miles before I approached the earth, 
and made my landing much harder than it 
would have been in acalm atmosphere. As 
I neared the earth, I threw over all my ballast, 
which put me off my guard, and as my car 
struck the earth obliquely, it bounced me out 
about ten feet, slightly bruising my shoulder. 
I sprang on my feet quickly, to see it collapse, 
but it had fallen along sideofme. Inowstood 
gazing with astonishment, first at the parachute, 


wards; I next cast my eyes to the fleeting 
clouds through which I was sailing but three 
minutes before, and now I was standing on 
terra firma, congratulating myself on the re- 
sult of my experiment, which I intend soon 
to repeat. I landed on the farm of Mr. Elijah 
Warne, about ten miles from Easton, and got 
the assistance of Mr. Waine and his neigh- 
bours, who were watching the descent of the 
parachute, little thinking that a human being 
accompanied it. J. WISE. 


From the Commercial Advertiser. 
ANOTHER REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER HAS 


_ Rev. Thomas Morrell departed this life, at 
his residence in Elizabethtown, on Thursday 
morning, 9th inst. at the advanced age of 
ninety years eight months and seventeen days. 
In the “ days which tried men’s souls,” and 
during the whole of the revolutionary war. 
Mr. Morrell was a captain and major in the 
continental army, and belonged to the fourth 
regiment of New Jersey militia. He was in 
the battle of Long Island, and received a ball 
in his right breast, which passed through his 
body, above his lungs, and fractured his shoul- 
der blade, from the neighbourhood of which 
the ball was subsequently extracted. He also 
received another wound in his right hand. 
He narrowly escaped the continued fire of the 
British troops, by feigning himself dead, and 


New York, in a burdle, and his wounds were 
dressed by the surgeon general of the army. 
Before his wounds were fully healed he re- 
joined the troops, and was at the battles of 
Brandywine and Germantown, as well as per- 
formed various services for the committee of 
safety, until, by ill health, he was compelled 
to retire. 

It was not until the law of Congress passed 
in 1832, when he was over 85 years of age, 
that he ever received a pension, since which 
he has shared in the bounty of the government, 
by being placed on the pension roll. 

In the year 1785, Major Morrell entered the 
itinerant ministry of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in which office he continued till his 
death. For the first twenty years or more he 
filled many of the most important stations in 
that denomination, including New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Charleston, S.C. 
He travelled extensively with the venerable 
Bishop Asbury, by whom.he was greatly be- 
loved, and for whom he always retained the 
greatest affection. At length, by a rupture, 
occasioned by his excessive labours in the 


from travelling, although he has continued to 
preach every Sabbath, when his health per- 
mitted, in Elizabethtown and its vicinity, up 
to August, 1535, when he preached his last 
sermon, being then nearly 88 years of age. 
Until this time his physical energies were 
but little impaired, and it is said, that though 
more than four score years old, he could preach 
as long and loud as he could forty years before. 
His intellectual vigor did not even then fail 
him, as his manuscripts show, many of them 
giving evidence of uncommon originality and 
acuteness of thought. Indeed, up to the hour 
of his death, he retained full possession of the 
faculties of his mind. ‘The following entry 
in his journal, made with his own hand on 
the first of January last, is written in a style 
of penmanship which is truly astonishing, 
showing no evidence of tremor in his hand, 
or faltering in his nerves. It is introduced as 
a beautiful exhibition of the state of mind 
and heart. which he — after a life of 
temperance, virtue, and piety. 7 

Januaty,:1838.---Through the tender 
mercy of God }bave lived to see the begin- 
ning of snot bags being now 90 years, 1 
month and 9 days eld, -a longer period than 


any.of our family have lived. I have many 


| things to be thankful for, my.life being pro- 
'|longed té'so advanced an age, having the 
culties of my mind in 


sing from the small tube at the bottom through © 


ing that unless I opened my safety valve the’ 


then at the car, which had turned bottom up- © 


after the battle he was borne from the field to 


itinerant field, he was obliged wholly to desist 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


erfect exercise, my 
health tolerably good, dois sound, appetite 
good, my wife in health, my children all reli- 
gious, and in health, my son. successful as a 
preacher, my own soul devoted to God, and 
every thing in plenty of temporal things. 
Would to God I was more thankful, more 
holy and heavenly-minded. This morning I 
have again dedicated my soul and body to 
God, and though I am unable to preach as 
formerly, yet I am endeavouring by grace to 
walk with God.” | | 

Soon after this record was made he took 
cold and suffered much from a‘soreness of the 
throat, which contined to afflict him until his 
death, which occurred on the 9th inst., when, 
after giving his dying testimony to the power 
of religion in giving victory over death, 
without a struggle ora groan he slept in Jesus. 
Thus lived and died this eminent pattern of 
patriotism and Christianity, ina joyful hope 
of a glorious resurrection. Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. 

His funeral took place on Friday last, and 
was attended by a large concourse of affec- 
tionate friends, together with many of the 
neighbouring clergymen of different denomi- 
nations. The body was conveyed to the 
church at Elizabethtown, in which he had 
so long preached, and being placed in the 
altar, solemn religious services were perform- 
ed, after which the corpse was deposited in 
the family vault. He has left a widow and 
three children, with a number of grand chil- 
dren, to mourn his departure. And the 
church of which he was so long a minister 
and an ornament, will long regard his name 
and memory with respect and veneration. 
This brief tribute is made by one who knew 
and loved him when living, and now mourns 
on the occasion of his death. ‘ My father! 
My father! the chariot of Israel and the 
horsemen thereof !” 

BUTTER SALT. 

It is not unfrequently that we hear com- 
plaints, which we have no doubt are well 
founded, that much of the butter for sale in 
our markets, is strong, rancid, and unfit for 
use. But where lies the fault? our dairy 
women are not aliogether chargeable with the 
evil. Many of them know their duty, and do 
it faithfully so far as the manufacture of the 
article is concerned. When it is first made 
it is pure and sweet, and do all in their power 
to preserve it in that state, but in spite of all 
their efforts, after it has remained a short 
time, it will become strong, bitter, and dis- 
agreeable. From our own experience, we 
are induced to believe that the greatest part 
of the fault is in the salt which is used in it. 
We were never able to preserve butter in its 
purity, for any length of time, salted with the 


same way and salted with ground rock salt, 
has been kept a year; retaining the same 
sweet and pleasant flavour it possessed when 
first taken from the churn. That the fine 
Liverpool salt is not fit to be used to preserve 
meat or butter, is a fact not so generally known 
as it should be. Its convenience for use and 
white texture induces people to buy it. But 
if, instead of this they would purchase the 
ground rock salt, notwithstanding they would 
have to pay a higher price, they would be 
gainers in the end. 

Dr. Mitchell, of New York, who was one of 
the best Chemists in our country, analyzed 
the Liverpool salt, and after thoroughly ex- 
amining its properties, he condemns its use 


for any purpose whatever—and says : 


‘¢ The loss of property and life consequent 
upon the employment of this salt, is prodi- 
gious. Experience, year after year, has prov- 
ed it to be incapable of preserving our beef 
from corruption. Often has this important 
article of food been found to be tainted, the 
very autumn in which it has been packed in 
barrels. Besides the sacrifice of property, 
we find that the employment of the Liverpool 
salt in the packing of beef and pork, leaves 
them liable to corrupt, and the consequences 
of this corruption are pestilential exhalations, 
stirring up yellow fevers and other malignant 
distempers in the neighbourhoods, cities, and 
vessels, where the bodies of those slaughtered 
animals are deposited. 

The butter of New York market has also 
been rendered worse, if not absolutely spoiled 
by the same kind of salt. Beguiled by its 
fine and showy exterior, the citizens have 
used it extensively in our counties famous 
for grazing and dairies. In many cases it has 
supplanted the old fashioned course or sun- 
made salt. Wherever the substitution has 
been made, it has been with a pernicious ef- 
fect. The butter so salted does not keep so 
well, loses its agreeable flavour, and acquires 
rather a disagreeable scent. The difference 
between butter put up with this salt, and with 
natural crystalized salt, is so great that our 
wholesale and retail grocers can distinguish 
it at once by the smell, on piercing or open- 
ing a firkin. The sweet flavour and nice 
odor, which pure sea salt gives, is altogether 
wanting in that which is seasoned with the 
the other. 

And thus as Liverpool salt is the remote 
agent of so much loss, damage, and misery to 
the United States, it is high time to cease 
both to buy and consume it. In its stead, 
salt from the Bay of Biscay, Portugal, Isle of 
Man, or the Bahamas may be employed with 
perfect safety. 

The fault of Liverpool salt, and of all other 
salt obtained from sea water, by force of fire 
or by boiling, is its admixture with foreign 
ingredients known by the technical names of 
slack and bittern. These usually adhere to 
sea salt in considerable quantities. ‘hey 
have no antiseptic virtues, but possess a di- 
rectly contrary effect. Sea salt, formed by) 
natural evaporation and crystalization, has 
very little mixture with these foul and forcign 
ingredients.” —Maine Farmer. 


EGYPTIAN MONUMENTS. 


Had not the monumentsof ancient Egypt been 
multitudinous in their number, and imperish- 
able from their greatness, none of them would 
have been left undestroyed by the various in- 
undations of fanatics and foreigners who have 
from time to time overflowed the land of the 
Nile. ‘The Persians and the Saracens, under 
the influence of religious passion, did all they 
could for the overthrow and ruin of works 
happily too majestic for their puny devices, 
and since invading armies have left the gor- 
geous ruins in peace, hordes of Muropean tra- 
vellers have been doing their best to annihi- 
late what thirty and forty centuries have spar- 
ed. ‘There is scarcely a pillar, or temple, or 
monument, which some hand or other has not 
been busy in damaging. ‘The beautiful tomb 
of Osiris, which Belzoni laid open, is already 
nearly a heap of ruins. No man has been a 


more ruthless ravager than Champollion him- 


Liverpool] salt, while the butter made in the} 


 self-with all his pretended respect: for Egyp- 
tian antiquity, and professed services to hie- 
roglyphic learning. For one traveller who has 
visited Egypt to unravel and to honour the 
venerable records of her solemn history, a hun- 
dred come to defile and to deface them. A 
German Prince, whose proceedings are scl- 
dom spoken of in Egypt without some ad- 
dendum of reproach, thought it a very fine 
thing to leave his distinguished name in 
large black and filthy characters on the most 
prominent part of the large sarcophagus in 
the sepulchre of Remesis the Fifth. On the 
white marble walls of the temple of Philoe, 
our “aristocratical and noble wits” have 
deeined it tasteful and decorous to paint 
* Warrens Blacking,” and “Dr. Eady,” as 
their contribution to classical investigation, 
and their record of the tone and temper with 
which the “ travelling English” visit the land 
of Sheba. ‘The dilapidations, to the serious, 
of some of the, most striking remains of 
Egyptian antiquity, have long been witnessed 
with sorrow and shame by every thoughtful 
traveller; and many a wish has been vainly 
uttered that measures should be taken for 
their preservation. Even within a few years 
some of the most interesting and ancient 
buildings—as the temple of Abydos aud Her. 
mopolosis—have been ‘wholly overthrown, 
and even the sites they occupied are scarcely 
traceable. The attention of the Pacha has, 
however, lately been particularly called to the 
subject, and he requested Dr. Bowring to 
draw up a plan for the preservation of the 
monuments that remain, for the prosecuting 
future discoveries, and for the formation of a 
museum of Egyptain Antiquities in Cairo. In 
Jconsequence of Dr. B.’s recommendation, a 
permanent commission has been formed at 
Cairo, by the direction of Mahomet Ali, con- 
sisting of the principal Ministers of State, of 
the Consul-Generals of England, France, 
Austria, and Russia, the President and Se- 
cretary of the Egyptain Society, and other ap- 
propriate persons, to whom is to be commit- 
ted the guardianship of the monuments of 
Egypt. A sum is to be placed annually at 
their disposal, to enable them to protect the 
various temples, tombs, and works of art; to 
pursue new investigations; to employ fit per- 
sons In order to report on the state of existing 
antiquities, and to provide for their safe and 
proper. keeping. No ancient monument will 
be removed in future without their sanction, 
which is also necessary to allow any person to 
commence or to continue excavations. They 
will facilitate the researches of the curious 
and the learned who visit Egypt, and assist 
the inquiries of those who have not that privi- 
lege. They will be able to give official pro- 
tection and aid where required, and at the 
same time to prevent the destruction, of 
which the ignorance and the cupidity of the 
peasants, and the selfish vandalism of travel- 
lers, have been too long the cause. ' 


DEATH BY LIGHTNING. 


The following account of a sudden and 
fearful death was communicated to the Boston 
Daily Advertiser, by Dr. John B. Brown, the 
physician who examined the body of the suf- 
ferer. 

On Monday afternoon, the 6th inst. one of 
the boys belonging to the Farm School, named 
Benjamin Franklin Mead, was instantly killed 
by lightning on Thompson’s Island. He went 
out with one of bis companions, named Da- 
venport, to drive home the cows, before the 
shower. He was found dead, lying in the 
pasture on the east side of the island, 
about a quarter of a mile from the Farm 
School House. There is not a tree or shrub 
on that part of the island. He was in the 
open pasture, with nothing, not even a fence 
near, to attract the lightning. It seems from 
the app:arance of his clothes, and the exami- 
nation of his body, that the shaft struck him 
on the top of his head ; passed down the left 
side of it, making a furrow and scorching the 
hair of the skin—it then passed down the 
neck, shoulders and trunk, making an eschar 
all the way, until it came to his legs, when it 
divided, and passed down his legs until it 
came to his feet; it then burst out from each 
of his shoes, on the inside, and penetrated the 
ground, at a point equal distant from each leg. 
‘The hole where it perforated the ground was 
about two inches in diameter. Mead had on 
one of those thick, firm straw hats, such as 
the boys at thé Farm School usually wear. 
His pantaloons, which were new, and made of 
the thickest kind of cotton cloth, looked as 
though a large charge of buck shot had passed 
through thei, both before and behind. The 
seam on the outside of the left leg was en- 
tirely ripped apart, as high as the knee. 

Post mortem examination.—A considerable 
quantity of blood has been discharged from 
the ears and nustrils. Abvuut three ounces of 
blood was found on the vutside of the cranium, 
between that and the scalp ; and on the inside 
of the cranium, between that and the dura- 
mater, eight ounces of black blood were found 
extravasated—black as ink. ‘The brain was 
apparently uninjured. There was no water, 
or blood, in the ventricles. There was no 
apparent derangement in the thoracic, or ab- 
dominal cavities, except rather an unusual 
quantity of water on the latter. 

] am told that Mead was a bright scholar, 
and had conducted himself during his resi- 
dence at the farm school, in such a manner 
as to meet the approbation of the m:unagers 
and superintendent of that institution. 

Davenport, who was with Mead, althongh 
[ notice him last, was discovered first. He 
was seen standing in the pasture, without any 
hat, with Loth arms extended, twirling him- 
self round, and kicking the stones. He was 
brought into the house in a state of delirium. 
Search was immediately made for Mead, and 
his body was found in the pasture, as above 
stated ; and Davenport’s hat was found very 
near him. ‘The presumption therefore is, that 
Mead and Davenport were near together, and 
that the shaft of lightning which killed Mead 
threw Davenport upon his back, and that he 
lay in astate of insensfbility, in this situation, 
during the shower. ‘This is rendered proba- 
ble from the fact that the clothes on his back 
were dry, whereas those on the front of his 
body were dripping wet. 

I have stated above, that Davenport was 
brought into the house in a state of delirium. 
He soon feil into a comatose state, bordering 
on apoplexy, and in this state, attended with 
frequent retching, I found him. I was sent 
for as soon as the circumstances were made 
known to the managers, reached there with 
as much despatch as circumstances would 
permit, probably in about 45 minutes froin 
the time I was called. J.immediately bled 


Davenport, and took from the arm about 18 
ounces. This gave partial relief. We could 
rouse him, and he answered one or two ques- 
tions in a manner which indicated dawning 
intelligence. 

| Cold water was applied very profusely to 


his head. This seemed to have-a very sudden 
and He opened his eyes and 
seemed perfectly conscious. of every thing 
about him. He knew the superintendent, 
who was kindly watching over him, and the 
boys in the room. His recollections were im 
perfect. He imputed to Mead what he ac- 
tually did himself. He stated that Mead was 
struck by lightning, while kicking the stones. 
He was himself kicking the stones when he 
was first discovered by the superintendent. | 
This lucid interval, (if it may be so called) 
continued but a short time. He soon re- 
lapsed into a comatose, apoplectic state, from 
which it was difficult to rouse him. Cathar- 
tics and emetics were administered, and he 
was put into a warm bath, ‘which had a very 
salutary effect. 

From the obvious good effects of the ex- 
ternal application of water in this case, (the 
only one of the kind I was ever called to,) ! 
should recommend in all cases, where persons 
are struck by lightning and not killed, to im- 
merse them as soon as possible in water, cold 
or warm. It is very well known that water is 
a good conductor of electricity. My theory 
is this. It is crude, and I give it as such. 
Davenport’s life was saved by the thorough 
drenching he had in the shower. He un- 
questionably received a very powerful shock, 
which prostrated him. The rain fell in tor- 
rents. The electricity was conducted off from 
the body by the water, in a sufficient degree 
to enable him to get up and walk ; but the 
excitement was so great, that indirect debility 
followed in an alarming degree. There was 
evidently a congestion of the brain, which 
approximated to apoplexy. Ablution had a 
very sudden, decided, and obvious effect in 
restoring him to consciousness and to health. 
I left him on Tuesday morning about 11 
o’clock, walking about the yard. 


‘(, UESTIONS ON ROMANS.—An Exposition of 

a Portion of the Epistle to the Romans, in the 
form of Questions and Answers. Designed for Sab- 
bath Schools and Bible Classes. By J. J. Jane- 
way, D.D. 18mo. Just published and for sale by 
the Presbyterian Tract and Sunday-school Book So- 


ciety. 
| WM. S. MARTIEN, 
S. E. Corner George and Seventh streets, Philadelphia. 


EW EDITION OF HENRY’S COMMEN. 
TARIES, By Susscrrtion—The subscribers 
have in press, and will shortly publish, a new and 
handsome edition of Matraew Hewnry’s Exposi- 
TION OF THE New TEstaMENT, in 6 vols. 
super royal octavo. The paper used for this edition 
has been manufactured with great carc, expressly for 
the work ; the printing and binding will be of good, 
serviceable quality. ‘I'he price of subscription is $15 
per copy ; or five copies to one address for $60, pay- 
able on the delivery of the work. A few copies will be 
bound extra, the prices of which will vary with the 
style. A small edition only will be published. Apply 
(if gee postage paid) to 
ASWELL, BARRINGTON & HASWELL, 
Successors to Alexander Towar, 293 Market street, 
Philadelphia. : july 7—3m 


EW TEMPERANCE STORE.—Groceries sold 
a at the lowest prices for cash only. No profits 
will be charged to make up Jost accounts, and for the 
expenses of Book-keeping, Collecting, &c. &c., and 
goods will be sold proportionably cheap. All possible 
pains will be taken to obtain the very best quality 
goods of every description, particularly fine Teas, and 
to render the establishment worthy of general patron- 
age. Housekeepers disposed to ecunomise in the pur- 
chase of Groceries, and those who purchase for families 
residing in the country, are very respectfully invited 
to call at the cash Tea, Sugar, and Coffee Warehouse, 
No. 275 Market Street, North side, three doors above 
Seventh, Philadelphia. SIMON COLTON. 


ALUABLE PROPERTY FOR SALE.—-The 
Property owned by the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church, situated between Fourth and Fifth streets, and 
Chesnut and Market streets, Philadelphia, together 
with the two stores on Greenleaf Court, is hereby of- 
fered for sale. Proposals for the purchase will be re- 
ceived until the 10th day of September next, (unless 
satisfactory proposals are sooner received,) at the store 
of Samuer. Woopwarp, No. 17 south Fourth street, 
where a description of the property may be seen. 


JAMES SCHOTT, 

SAMUEL WOODWARD, 

aug 4—6t Committee. 
OUNT JOY INSTITUTE.—The Mount Joy 
Institute is located in the pleasant village of 
Mount Joy, Lancaster county, Pa., twelve miles from 
Lancaster city, on the Harrisburg Rail Road, and 
about seven hours’ ride from the city of Philadelphia, 
and two hours from Harrisburg, with each of which, 

and with Lancaster, there is a daily communication 
having adjoining to the buildings an upen woodland of 
about seven acres for a play ground. ‘The formation 
of moral character, taking the Bible as the guide; the 
development of the mental faculties; and the cultiva. 
tion of those habits that may tend to success in life 
will be the objects sedulously pursued in this Institute. 
The Principal and Proprietor of the Institute has had 
near twenty years’ practical experience in teaching ; 
the last seventeen of which he has been the Principal 
of an Academy for boys in Philadelphia. ‘The course 
of studies will embrace a fuli course of Mathematics, 
with the Greek, Latin, German, and French languages. 


TERMS. 


The school year will be divided into two sessions, 
of five calendar months each, the first commencing on 
the lst of May, and the second on the Ist of November. 

The charge for board, washing, lights, fuel, and 
tuition in all the English and Classical studies, per 

session, payable in advance, will be 00 
For Modern Languages, each, 10 00 
Charge for bed and bedding, 5 00 

The Principal will be aided by teathers of ability 
and expericnce. A record ofthe standing ofeach pu- 
pil in studies and behaviour will be kept, and a copy 
sent to the parents at the middle and end of each ses- 
sion. Each article of clothing should be marked with 
the owner’s name entire, and cach -pupil furnished 
with towels and basin. A public examination will be 
held at the close of each session. 

J. H. BROWN, Principal. 


TESTIMONIALS. 


_ Cedar Hill, near Mount Joy, Feb. 12th, 1838. 
Mr. J. H. Brown, Dear Sir:—Understanding that 
you purpose to establish a Seminary for the education 
of young gentlemen in this vicinity, allow me to say, 
that from several years personal knowledge of your 
views of education, and also of your practical succcss, 
I fcel entire confidence in cordially recommending 
your “ Institute” to the favourable attention of all who 
desire to give their sons a thorough, useful, and Chris- 

tian education. N. DODGE, A. M. 

Principal of Young Ladies’ Lyceum Institute. 


Prmivane.pnia, Feb. 13, 1838.—Mr. J. H. Brown has 
been an instructor of youth in this city for the last 
seventeen years, and has required the reputation of a 
successful teacher, and thorough disciplinarian. When- 
ever I have visited his Seminary, I have been highly 
gratified with the order, quict, and cheerful industry 
manifested by his pupils. As many of his pupils have 
been under his instruction for six or seven years—as 
the average attendance of his pupils for many yeare 
past has been about seventy, and from families of high 
respectability, it can easily be seen in what light he is 
estimated. 

Upon the religious interests of the School, and upon 
the manners and habits of the learners his attention 
has been faithfully bestowed. | 

Although his removal from the city will be a loss to 
the church of which he was a member, and ‘Trustee, 
and to the Sunday school of which he was superinten- 
dent, and to the Tract and other Societies, as well as 
to many families who have cordially patronized him, 
still it is believed that the Institution at Mount Joy, of 
which he is about to take the charge, will be of great 
importance to the interests of Education in the State, 
and will open a wide sphere of usefulness. 


ALBERT JUDSON. 
Pastor of the lst Presb. Church, Southwark. 


Circulars with Testimonials, and farther details, may 
be had by application at the Institute, or to John Eas- 
ter, Esq. Baltimore, or A. Flint, No. 42 North Sixth 
street, Philadelphia. 

N.B. The Young Ladies’ Lyceum Institute is with. 
in a mile distant, affording an opportunity for brothers 
and sisters to reside near each other. 3 


PSALMS AND HYMNS—Approved by the Gene- 

ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and 
published for their benefit, both large and small size, 
and in fine and plain binding, may constantly be had 
of the subscriber, at the lowest prices, cither by the 
or a less number. 

ers from Bookeellers, Churc and others 
will be, as heretofore, immediate] tea to b 
SOLOMON ALLEN, 
No. 117 Chesnut strect. 


. PHIADELPHIA MUSICAL ACADEMY, _ 
No 351 Market sireet, above Ninth. 


Neo customary vacation having nearly expired, 
the members of the Academy, and others are in. 
formed, that it will be re-opened on the first Monday in 
September, for personal and class instruction, in Vocal 
and Instrumental Music, day and evening. 
We take pleasure in recording the evidence afforded 
during the last term, of the increase of public favour 
towards this Institution; and are encouraged by. the 
experience of the past, to anticipate continued success 
We tender our acknowledgments more especially to 
the former members of the Academy, and respectfully 
invite their return. 
The several classes will be formed at the carliest 
period practicable ; suited to all ages and capacities; 
amoung which, we name the following : 
I. Evening Class of Ladies and Gentlemen for in- 
struction in the elements of Vocal Music. II. Juvenile 
Day Class, of Lads and Misses for ditto. III. Evening | 
Class of Ladies and Gentlemen, for the practice of se- 
cular music. IV. Ditto ditto, for practising Rodolphe’s 
Solfeggi. V. Ditto ditto, for the practice of Sacred 
Music.—Instruction given during the day, on the vari- 
ous musical Instruments usually taught. 
From the Seventh Annual Circular of the Academy, 
just issucd, further particulars may be derived. 
Rooms open day and se where terms of tuition 
will be made known. D. P. ALDEN, Director. 


QUESRIOR FRESH TEAS.—I am now in receipt 

of my entire supply of fresh Teas, amounting in 
quantity to 150 — of various sizes, and exceed- 
ing in variety any former supply. They comprise 
every description of Green and Black ‘Teas, and can 


be highly recommended by 
THOMPSON BLACK. 
Grocer and Tea dealer, N. E. corner of Chesnut and 
Tenth streets, Philadelphia. 
Where will be found an extensive assortment of 
Family Groceries, Pickles, Preserves, &c., every ar- 
ticle warranted equal to recommendation. aug. 18—3t. 


ENGLISH AND CLASSICAL SCHOOL, 
At Montgomery Square, Montgomery County, Pennsyl- 
vania, 
HIS INSTITUTION will be opened by the sub- 


scriber, on the First day of November next. The 
location is on a pleasant farm in a district of country 


cw—tf 


| noted for its salubrity. Itis twenty miles distant from 


Philadelphia, immediately on the route leacing to 
Bethlehem and Easton, and of easy access, by regular 
daily stage coaches. ‘The plan of studies will embrace 
Spelling, Reading, ArithMetic, Penmanship, English 
Grammar, Geography, and History both Ancient and 
Modern, Composition and Elocution, Book-keeping, 
Algebra, Geometry, Surveying, and the Latin and 
Greek Languages. Students will be prepared for en- 
tering any of the Colleges in our country ; but the de- 
tails of instruction will also be varicd to accommodate 
those destined to a different course. Accuracy and 
proficiency in whatever science is attempted, to be at- 
tained by patient industry, will be the motto of the 
school. In the Languages but little will be accounted 
as gained, unless the foundation be laid in a thorough 
acquaintance with the elements of Grammar. A vigi- 
lant attention to habits, and constant inculeation of 
correct moral and religious principles, derived froin 
the sacred Scriptures, will be considcred essential to 
the system of tuition. Bible recitations will form part 
of the exercises of the Sabbath. The school, being re- 
tired, will be free from the temptations of a village or 
city, and the fields and woodland on the premises, 
will furnish desirable ranges for Lealthful exercise. 
The discipline, regulated by fixed rules, will be firm, 
consistent, and parental. The school year will be di- 
vided into two sessions, commencing with the months 
of May and November. The vacations will occupy 
the months of April and October. The charge will be 
one hundred dollars per session, payable in advance, 
for boarding, bed and bedding, tuition, washing, fuel, 
lights, and stationary. Any additional information 
that shall be desired respecting the Institution, may be 
obtained from the subscriber at Montgomery Square, 
or from William Nassau,Sen., No 281 Market street, 
Philadelphiaz . CHARLES W. NASSAU. 


WOODBUR® SCHOOL, 
Woodbury, New Jersey, near Philadelphia. 


T= SUBSCRIBER has opened an Institution for 

boys, in the village of Woodbury, New Jersey, 
located within eight miles of the city of Philadelphia, 
in which all the usual branches of an English, Classi- 
cal, and Mathematical education will be thoroughly 
taught. It will be his aim to impart to his pupils an 
understanding knowledge of whatever they may un- 
dertake to learn. 

As all the pupils will be members of the family of 
the principal, the government of the school will be en- 
tircly parental, and the subscriber will feel it his duty 
to parents and guardians, to cause every boy to be 
withdrawn, whenever through idleneness, or want of 
capacity, he shall fail to make progress in his studies. 
No boy of known bad moral character can be received 
into the Institution, nor can any such be allowed to re- 


main. 

Although the studigs pursued will vary according to 
the destination of the pupils, yet it will be the constant 
aim of the subscriber to make them learn well, what- 
ever they may attempt. Especially to make them un- 
derstand the elements of Classical and Mathematical 
instruction. A Philosophical and Chemical apparatus 
will be proviced, for instruction in natural philosophy, 
and chemistry, on which subjects lectures will be de- 
livered during the winter.—The great healthfulness of 
the village of Woodbury, and its vicinity tothe city of 
Philadelphia, with which it is connected by Rail Road, 
render it peculiarly desirable as a location for a school. 
of this kind. ‘The year will be divided into two ses- 
sions of twenty-four wecks each, commencing in No- 
vember and May.—The terms will be for board and 
tuition, including all charges for fuel, lights, washing, 
mending, use of librgry, &c., for session of twenty-four 
‘weeks, one hundred dollars—payable half in advance. 
—As it is desirable that correct mental and physical 


0 | habits should be early formed, the subscriber would 
prefer that pupils should be entrusted to him of the © 


ages of from nine to filteen. 

Instruction in the French, German, and Spanish Lan- 
guages, will be an extra charge of twenty dollars per 
session. S. D. BLYTHE. ~ 

Woodbury, Augnst 13th, 1838. 


UST PUBLISHED.—The Union Spelling Book, an_ 
entirely new work, and a great improvement upon 
the one heretofore published by the Society, 126 pages, 
with many cuts, price 124 cents. Memoir of Florence 
Kidder, prepared for the American Sunday School 
Union, with an engraving, 68 pages, price 14 cents. 
Union Questions, Volume the tenth, on the Epistle to 
the Romans, containing 47 lessons, 158 pages, price 10 
cents. Youth’s Friend for August.—Contents.—1. 
Rivers, (with a Cut.) 2. The First Ways of David. 3. 
Letters trom India, No. 5. 4. The Mind Does not Die, 
(with a cut.) 5. ‘The Wise Choice; or, Greenwich 
Fair. Tamerlane’s Anecdote of Perseverance. Just 
Pubiished and for sale by the American Sunday Scliool 
Union, No. 146 Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 


UPERIOR STATIONARY.—English, French, 
s_ and American Stationery, of superior quality, 
will be constantly kept at No. 77 Chesnut street, late 
the store of Mr. William Hyde. 
Banks, Public Offices, and Merchants, 
will be supplied with articles suitable to their purposes 
—the qualities of which may be relied on. 
BLANK BOOKS will be made to any pattern, in 
the most substantial manner. An assortment of Com- 


Royal Ledgers, Receipt Books, interleaved 
Royal Journals : with blotting paper, 
Royal Day Books, ecord ks, 

Medium Ledgers, Deed Book 

Medium Journal Docket Books, - 


Let 


Medium Day B ter Bouks, 
Letter Books made of eopy- 


Demy Ledgers, 


Demy Journal:, 

Demy Day Books, »& variety of smali fancy 
Sales Books, Blank Books, Albums, &c., 
Invoice Books, Serew and Lever Copying 
Receipt Boukas, Presses, Copying Inks, 


HOGAN & THOMPSON, 
No. 77 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 


PUBLICATIONS.—The Ministry at Large 

in Boston; Union, by Harris, author of “ Mam- 
mon,” &c.; Ellen Clifford, or the Genius of Reform; 
A New Translation of the Book ot Job, with an In- 
troduction and Notes, chiefly Explanatory, by George 
R. Noyes; The Last Days of Christ, by W. G. 
Schaufler; Dr. Humphrey’s Foreign Tour, 2. vols.; 
Thorne and Kimball’s Tour in the West Indies, in the 
year 1837; Hints to Young Tradesmen, and Maxims 
for Merchants. Just recieved and for sale 

H.PERKIN 

No. 134 Chesnut strect, Philadelphia. 
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